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This handbook for ConnactictJt; cabl^^ television 
consumers adaresses a variety of topics. Including: (1> a definition 
of cable television servicesi (3) the public stake in cable 
talevision; (3) program varietyj (4) pay catole aervicei (5) public 
satellites* <6) government regulation ^ (7) proposed regulaticn; (8} 
role of thfe Connecticut Public utilities Control Authorityi (9) local 
advisory councils; and public and community access* Also 

included are lists of resource people and agencies involved in cable 
televisions and a bibliography of cable television related readings. 
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STATUS Of CABLE FRANCHtSE 
FOrr ALL T0WNI OF CDNNECTi'CUT 



COl^RNY CONTACTS 



Am or. ! j [ 

- t^^ ih! r-y ' 

31^0: ^;^] -J' 

Ccin terbury^ 
Cbap] in^. 



Handen * . 



'M:rt inf..!" 



M I 

Lebanon^ 



Portland' 
Put n^r^' 
Pocky HiUl 



1 



Lru-on ' 
Li tc 



Mansfield^ 
Mar] 



C1 1 nton 



Col cneste^ 



Cron^el i ^ 
Dan ha ■ 

Ffist Hampton 



Milfnrq] 
'Monroe^ 
Montvljl 



She r-ian-^ 

nouthbury'' 
So. yindsor^ 
Stafford^ 
Si&r] inq^ 

Suf fteld^ 

Tol iand^ , 



! .5 I 

bast Wlnd|or 
Fr^snk]in'' 



Mew 8n!:a?n^ 

Now Fairfield 
New Hartford^ 

Mewl fU) tor? ^ ^ 
N^w Lundort^ 
Hm m]ford 

!N.Rr,innird^ 

North' Haven ' 
^ N.StOfiinqtQ'in' 

Norwich^ . 
Old lyme^ 
Old SiflvibroOk^ 



Tor iM n(|,tQn ' 
Vernon^ 



Goshen' PbTOuth^' 



yatersown- 
W.Hartfordi; 

Weitport^ 
,W11 Tlngton^ 

Windsor^ 
N'ifidsaf Ucks 
Wolcott' , 
WoQdbrtdae' 
WGOdbury% 



^Franchise awarded ispfcific 
in^fofflnation at right 

^AppHciiilon i\n proce*is 

3App1/1cat1©n ptndlwig {Hausatonic Cablevlilonj 
*A<j8?er't1std' b^' PUC; no appHcants 
SNot ,id¥frt1std by mC 
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C:"JM?%MVV TV SYSTEM'S, INC, 
P.O.. BOX 66?/ BR ^iN FORD 



^^chard Hubbyll, Gen. f'^qr. / 43 1-3434 



1 


WATtRByRV DWMfJlTY mV^^^, IN:.- 


John Bake^% Gen. M^r. 1 78/757-24 


I 


NriR7HW£ST CABLE. VI 51 ON, im. 
, 3fi8 mm ST./yiNSTED 06098 


Ldrry Schneider, Mqr. /379-2288 




LAURtL CMlEVinON. INC. 

339 \mn 5T./'TDRRING10?^ 06790 


Larry Car1s-n, ^fgr. /482-9395 




P.O. EOX HAVE.M 0651^5 


nitthew Je-ne ropoiilos, Pres . /56?-3774 


b 


> GRF ATFR MARjFaWO CATV, INC. 
K;71 PARKER ST, /mNCWESTER 0609(1 




7 


rriS iHiAIN ST./DWURY 06810 


Frank Stalky, P^.^■Mgr. /a92-0900 


8 \ 


Tt"l£PRO'N?PrER PF HiDDLEtOWN, 
IB MAi;^ ST./PANBURt &-681G 


Fnaiik Stiley. DIs t>,'Hgr./792-0900 




B:^fDG£PaRT CC»UNITY kmtmkL . 
(TELEPROlMPTO! 135 MAIN ST../DmNSURy 068^ 


Frank Staley, uJ& t, Mgr./792-O90O 




! TELfS^^rSTEMS CORPOWI'ON 
i.Bl EAST '^AIN ST./HtRlDE^ 


Paul Snj^der, Regional Mgr. /621 -S?"4§ 


11 


^ - 

H^A'RTFOtD CATV, INC, 


^iul Snyder, tegiomal Hgr.. /62 1-6:^^9 


i;'' 


vAiifV cjBLrv^rsroN, ln^.c. 

GO GREAT HILL RD. D6483 


J(.ff Rei/nolds, /735-950'5 


i 


UNITED CAiLE TV' CORP, OF COMLCTlCb'T 
, Jly COQKt 5T. /rlA LS'VUl-L-L UuU©£ 


Jim Dovey,, Gen.^lgr. 




EASTERN CON'NECTICUT CABLt TV. PC. 
P..t], BOX n/i/WATERFORD 0'63Bb 


feter Matthews, f^gr, /442 /8525 




CABLE VIDEO, INC, 

1? CASF STJNORWrCH 06 36^0 


Petir .Matthews,. Mgr./S09^55QS 




NEW GILFORD CABLEVISIQN CO, 
30 ILN ST. /NEW MILFORD 06/766 


^Paul Hancock, Pres. /355-01 15 




COASTAL CABLE TV, IN£. 

791 lOm HILL R^./GROraH 06340 


Beriiard Perry, Pres,/44ti^61Q-2 


1& 


HAYSTACK CABiEVISlON, INC. 
510 MAIN ST./WINSTF:0 O^OSB 


NlchoUs B. Eddy, Pres./37§^27S8 


19 


omnmimiwm. mii tv cq. 

7%\ LONG HILL RD.//GR0TOM 06340 


Bernard Perry, Pm,,f445^'i6l02 





CONNLCTICUT 


CAfoLE TELEVISION Sf STEMS (March, 


1975) 


















IN DESCENDING ORDiTR BY SIZE) 


RATE & 


INSTALLA- 
TION FEE 


SUBSCRIBERS 
(HOUSEHOLDS) 


% OF TOTAL 
MILES WIRE.1 


# or 

HOUSEHOLDS 




East H^iver; 


'icrth Havori-^ 
Bran fo^'G* 


Guf IfOfd* 
TiOT'th Branford* 








8.987 


'7 7 


45, 872 




dd if? bury 










14,445 


5^ i 




Winchester* 


Haflfur-c 


Goshen 




9,95 


24.95 




11 ^ 


9. 164 


ya tertown 


Li tcnf iflld 
ThO)"d5 ton 






6, 95 






17 % 


22,955 


Hen Ha'^t.n 








Pending 


Construction---- 




87,044 


M-dnche-j tcf' 
Wsthersfielr! 


lewi ncjton 
(11 as tonbury 


Rocky Hill 




7.95 


20.00 


7,622 


46 % 


45,949 


Danbur/ 
Beth.el 








6.95 


14,95 


13,192 


100 % 


22,523 


Portland 


Crofrrwell 
East Hampton 


Middlef ield 




Pe ndinq 


Construction---- 




23,055 


Bridqepor" t 
Mil ford 


Se rat ford 
Or-dnge 


Woodbridge 




Pending 


Constructian---- 




95*371 


Meriden* 
Southlngtofi 


Cheshi re 
Wolcott 


Proipect 




6.95 


14.95 


7,269 


27 % 


4U851 


Hartford** 
West H^jrt-furd* 


East Hartford 


Bioomfield 
S ifnsbury 




9.50 


14.95 






119,869 


Shelton* 




Derby* 
ijxfur 


Bethany 
BBJCon Fd il s* 


6 . 95 


19,95 


14,905 




37,895 


New Britain'* 
Bristol 


PUinville* 
fa rm inqLdfi 


Br 




7.45 


20.00 


12,422 


25 % 


63.568 


Mew London* 
Water ford* 


PI ajnf ieid* 
Mont vi lie* 


Killinc] 
East lyre* 


Pu tnani 
Griswold 


6.95 


14.95 


11,967 


SI 


41,067 


Pres f:nn 


LI sbon 


Bo. ? rah 
Franklin 




B . 35 


25.00 


1,021 


11 % 


18,995 


Mew Nilford* 
Bridgewater 








8.50 


19. .95 


2,290 


26 ^: 


6,524 


Groton* 
Stonlngton* 


Ledyard Vol un town 
North Stonlngton 




5 . 75 


9,95 


8358 


25 % 


23^655 


Salisbury 
North Canaan 


Norfolk 
Sharon 


Cornwall 
Canaan 




Pending 


Construction ---- 




6 *058 




CMnton 

OVd Saybrook 

Haddam 


Nestbrook 
Geep River 


Durhani 

Chester 

KfllingvMorth 




6.76 


19. 9 S 






17,346 










109,549 






*Winid; Operating **Part1ally Wired; Not Optrating 






TOTAL K OF 

SUBSCRIBERS 

(HOUSEHOLDS 


) 
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THE- PUBLIC STAKE IN CABLE TELEVISION 



Connect icu=t cable systems are among the most 
technologicdny advanced in the country. 
The sniaUest capacity of any system in the 
state is 20 channels. Many systems approach 
40 to 60-channe1 capacity. All have built= 
in capability for two-way transmi ssion. For 
a monthly fee ranging from S5-75 to S9.95 
subscribers typically receive 14 broadcast 
channels plus three automated channels wi tn 
24-hour news, time and weather and stock 
market data, A siiiall extra fee brings 20 or 
more FM radio signals. Some Connecticut 
subscribers now have the option to receive 
'-pay cable" sports, movies and cultural pro- 
grams delivered by sattllite. Experience in 
other parts of the country shows that many 
TV viewers are wniing to pay the extra 
freight - S8.95 [nonthly - for wider choice 
of programs, no interruptions for commer- 
cials and high quality signal. 

One of the best kept secrets about cable in 
Connecticut is the fact that CATV channels 



can also be used for locally produced 
programming geared to local tastes, 
needs and interests. Such programs 
may be cablecast over access channels 
dedicated for the use of education, 
local government and the general pub- 
lic. The Federal Communications 
ComrTiission has required that channels 
for access programming be made avail- 
able free of charge as part of the 
basic service package. Local program- 
ming of this nature is being developed 
in several areas in Connecticut, not» 
ably in Danbury, Meriden and the 
NaLfgatuck Valley. 

Connecticut's many-channeled systems 
offer multiple opportunities for 
experimenting with public service uses 
of cable. The public stake in cable 
television is the utilization of 
cable" technQ lQq y for non-commercial 
purposes . 



#tati^ nf (Cmmrrtirut 

STATE CAPITOL 



COMf^ISSION ON THE EDUCATIONAL AND INFORMATIONAL 
USES OF CABLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

c/0 Connecticut State Library/231 Capitol Ave. /Room 601/Hartford, CT 06115 

Tel.: (203) 566-7315 



COHMiENiS TO THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION IN RE 
DOCKEf 20363: MAJOR MARKET CABLE TELEVISION SYSTEMS 
(19?? CABLE RULES COMPLIANCE) 



«^Ue do have a oarticuUf interest in assuring that citizens, education and government 
in Con^JclicuKava'ha opportunity to become thoroughly fa.i liar wlth^^ 
of cable technology in order to participate in and benefit fully f™" the redesign of 
our comunlcations: Veteran cable operators are prone_ to say;that P^blj^ J^annels^ 



ERIC 



have not been used/are not being used 



so'why should they bother? It is too soon to 
tPll towh,at extent Americans will make use of cable access, particularly since local 
or ginattf cinne 5 most of the early public efforts at progranming 

Srin Connectl^ feel that it U arbitrary for the Commission to waive requirements 
fir ^IgS cLnnels on Connecticut systems, all of which have uj^^e channels^ 
Most of the systems In our state are only now under construction. Wp need time to 
build and time to devise our strategy.*'.,. 



June 5, iP7i5 





g Seth Houck, CEIUCT Vice Chairman 



THE TELEVISION OF CHOICE 

The cable television ificliiintry likes to 
coinpare cable to conven ti ofid I television 
by calling caole the television of choice* 
By "choice" they mean that cable offers 
the individual subscriber a greater var- 
iety of television programs to watch. 
The vdriety is often fnore ^.pparent than 
real - netv/ork affiliates and syndicated 
independents carry the sanie mass con- 
sumption programs during most day and even- 
ing hours. This holds true even for public 
television; most programs broadcast by Con- 
necticut Public Television are standard 
PBS programs. Other fare apart from 
automated time, weather and data services, 
offered by cable systems mr.y be packaged 
and sold or provided free to the cable 
operator by a program distributor 

Local Origination 

A number of Connecticut cable systems offer 
local programs supported in whole or in 
part by advertising, notably Teleprompter of 
Danbury and Valley Cable in Seymour. Tele- 
prompter cablecasts local news and sports 
and interviews with public personalities. 
The company also recently cablecast com- 
plete three day coverage of a controversial 
hearing concerning the Chief of Police of 
Danbury, that kept Danbury people glued to 
their TV sets. Eastern Connecticut Cable 
Television in New London offered locally 
originated programs on a regular basis 
until the FCC suspended the rule requiring 
cable systems outside the top TV markets 
to engage in local origination. When 
local people protested to the Public Util- 
ities Commission, Eastern was told by the 
PIJC not to make any change without prior ' 
authorization from PUC. Evidently the PUC 
did not take further action; Eastern 
Connecticut Cable TV does occasionally 
cablecast events such as a telethon, but 
regular "L.O." is a thing of the past. 



Most of the decisions about channels, 
programs and services are made in 
Washington, according to formulae pre- 
scribed by the Federal Communications 
Commission according to major (broad- 
cast) tel evi si on markets . These rules 
are responsive to broadcast interests 
and do not take into account prospec- 
tive subscriber preference. Even though 
Greenwich people would like to receive 
Hartford stations, for example, FCC rules 
would prevent a cable system from carrying 
Hartford signals. 



Other important decisions are made at 
corporate headquarters, frequently at 
some distance from Connecticut. Ten of 
Connecticut's 19 franchises are owned or 
controlled by MSO's^multlple system 
operators, that own and operate a large 
number of cable systems across the 
country: Teleprompter - Danbury, Bridge- 
port and Middletown; Community Properties - 
Meriden and Hartford, United - New Britain; 
Cox Cable - Manchester; American Tele- 
vision and Communications - Torrington, 
Rollins ^ Brariford and Sammons - Waterbury, 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING RATES 
VALLEY CABLE VISION, INC. 
SEYMOUR, CONNECTICUT 

MESSAGE WHEEL - CABLE BUYS (3B) 

SUBSCRIBIR NOISi-SUBSCRIBER/COMMERCIAL^ 

SB/Card/Week S7/Card/Week 
Si 5/Cird/IVIonth S20/Card/Month 

CRAWLING LINE 



TlMi & WiATHER n3A) 

One ime (24 words — 96 charaeters) $2.00 day 

FINANCIAL & NE\A/S CHANNEL (SA & HA) 

One line (20 wordi - 80 eharacten) - $2.00 day 



For practical purposes, locally determined 
choices for cable television programs are 
confined to the use of access and other 
non-broadcast channels by local and state 
government, education^ the public and 
leased channel users. Under the new FCC 
rules summarized in this handbook. Eastern 
Connecticut Cable Television and any other 
cable system with 3,500 subscribers will 
be required to make some provision for 
O jcess cable casting * reprdless of whethe 
ERJC not they are located in a top TV market 



SLIDES - 13A 



NUMiER 





1 - 10 


11-20 


21 - 35 


37+ 


MONTHS 










1 = 3 


S30.0O 


S27.50 


S25.25 


$22,75 


4-6 


,27,50 


25.25 


22.75 


20,50 


7 9 


25.25 


22.75 


20,50 


18,25 


10' 12 


22,75 


20,50 


18,25 


16,00 


13 & up 


20.50 


18.25 


16,00 


13JS 
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PAY CABLE 

The choice for the consumer widens with 
movies and sports offered via pay cable. 
FCC rules for pay cable reflect the 
Comniission' s policy that the public's 
access to progranTning now delivered by 
conventional television at no direct cost 
to viewers should not be diminished by 
subscription operrstions. The rules gen- 
erally provide that only feature films less 
than three years old, those presently 
under contract to local television stations, 
and those not genoral ly desired for con- 
ventional television any time during the 
preceding five years may not be shown. 
Additionally, no cormierclal advertising is 
permitted in connection v^i th the presenta- 
tion of subscription programming and no 
more than 90 percent of the total pro- 
graniming may consist of sports and feature 
f i 1ms. 

P^y cable can be distributed via microwave 
or satellite. The first pay cable serv- 
ices offered by Connecticut systems in 
Manchester and Branford are produced by 
Honie Box Office in New York and beamed to 
Connecticut Subscri bers via satellite. 
Home Box Office, the nation's leading pay 
TV prograiiiri ng company, now serves more 
than 400,000 n'Onthly subscribers in o^^^r 
165 affiliateo cable TV systems in 3. 
states. Usinq Terrestrial microwave and 
domestic satellite transniissi on facilities, 
it programs 15 hours per day of feature 
film, sports and special events. 




Sate llites will be essential to develop, 
a Mature cabr e system in the United 
States. "Only through the networking that 
satell ites make p ossible will we be able 
tFlise tjig immense capacity of cablejto 
rffiet'^^special interes ts that may be jeo: ^ 
grajihTcally wide spread. 



Technical and economic factor's set real 
limits on the number of satellites and 
earth stations that can operate effi- 
ciently. Decisions must be made to 
determine who will have access to satel- 
lites and for what purposes. Decision- 
making for Connecticut has thus far been 
confined to delivery of pay cable sports 
and movies, commercial data services ^ 
public television, live programs from 
the Lincoln Center and Madison Square 
Garden in New York. These services by no 
means exhaust the list of one-way serv- 
ices that might be of value and interest 
to us in Connecticut. Further, were one- 
way services to proliferate^ would they 
foreclose our options for useful public 
servi ces ? 



PUBLIC SATELLITES 

A developfnent parallel to satellite beamed 
pay TV is a move in the public sector to 
establish an institutional base for health 
and edycational services delivered via 
satellite. Spurred by successful demon- 
strations of educational and health pro- 
grams beamed by the ATS-6 Satellite to 
selected public broadcasting and cable sys- 
tems in Alaska, the Rocky Mountains and 
Appalachian areas, a group of educational 
consortia, government agencies, publishers 
and cable industry representatives have 
formed the Public Service Satellite Con- 
sortium. The purpose of the Consortium 
will be to coordinate the distribution 
of health and education programs via net-^ 
works using signals beamed by a satel- 
lite, A Public Broadcasting System Satel- 
lite is also in the offing, A division 
of opinion between PBS and other poten- 
tial public satellite users has arisen 
over the technology. PBS wants 50 high- 
powered* high-price receivers ^ while other 
public users want more numerous and cheaper 
earth stations, Non-PBS users want to put 
th^ big fnoney into interactive satellite - 



10 



capabilUy, while PBS is interested in 
one-v^ay prograpiininq , which can be 
delivered by a cheaper satenite, 

Conn ecticu t decision makers must Immedj^- 
ately engage themselves in consultations 
about the^ impi ications~QT^ate11 iterior 
£ubfic services 1n Connecjtlcut^ 

Regional institutions such as the New 
England Board of Education and the New 
England Library Board should be involved 
in the planning. Membership in the 
Public Service Satellite Consortium would 
be advantageous. The fact that Connecti^ 
cut lies in the **footprint^' of the joint 
U.S-Canada satellite called CIS gives us 
a special opportunity to plan for public 
services. CTS is jointly sponsored by 
the Canadian and U.S. Governments. The 
U.S. has launched only one wholly gcvern- 
ment-sponsored satellite - ATS-S, 
Experimentation with the ATS-6 for educa^ 
tlonal and health services has been 1 irrv 
ited. Plans to launch other U-S. public 
satellites have been suspended. 

No on e 1n Washington or in Hartford is 
In cha j^ge of the social dimensions of 
new technolo jjca^ l developments in com- 
munications . We need to prod our leader- 
ship and our Institutions to think 
through the op tions and take action. 



Federal Cormnunications Conwission 

The Cable Television Bureau is located 
at 2025 M Street, N.W., 6th floor. The 
following mailing address should be 
used: Cable Television Bureau, Federal 
Communications Commission, 1919 M Street, 
N,W, , Washington, D.C. 20554. 



FCC Asked for 
Go- Ahead 

On New 
Satellite System 



Satellite Business Systems 
Monday asked permission to 
develop an advanced donies- 
tic satellite communicalions 
system to provide private- 
line network services to 
large industrial, government 
and other users. 

Newlv iormed subsidiar- 
ies of Aetna Life k ('asualty, 
Comsat General and IBM 
earlier signed a partnership 
agreement establishing SBS 
to carry on the business of 
CIVIL Satellite Corp. An 
agreement In principle was 
announced on Sept. 26. 

SK filed applications with 
the Federal Conimunica- 
lions Commission for an au- 
vanced digital communica- 
tions systeni that will allow 

each customer with geo- 
graphically dispersed loca- 
tions to connbine voice, data 
and inriage communications 
into a single, integrated, pri- 
vate-line/ switched network 
using higher frequencies in 
th€ 12 and 14 gigahertz- 
ghs band^. Small earth sta- 
tions will be located at cus- 
tomers' premises minimiz- 
ing user^* terrestrial com- 
munications costs. 

SBS estimated its invest- 
ment costs at about P50 mW- 
Hon for the system through 
1979. when operations could 
commence. 

Advanced technology and 
equipment in the system will 
allow access by multiple 
earth stations to the satel- 
lite's transponders/radio re- 
pealers/ on demand through 
signals divided into time 
bursts, rather than through 
trequency division. 



Flans can tor the opera- 
liondl svstcm to include two 
satellites in geostationary 
orbit at 22.240 miles altitude. 
One will be the primary op- 
erations satellite, while the 
other will serve as a second 
operational satellite, and a 
backup to the primary one A 
ihird satellite will be pro- 
cured as a ground spare. 

Each satelhte will have a 
seven-year design lite, eight 
transponders, and will be 
launched by a delta launch 
vehicle 

The satellite's beam will 
provide coverage for the 48 
contiguous slates. 

Fhe system also involves 
the use of relatively inenpen- 
sive, small earth stations 
which will employ solid- 
slate romponerits and will be 
designed generally to oper- 
ate unattended. 

The SBS earth stations can 
be sited on rooftup^ or in ^ 
open areas at customers' 
premises. They will be 
equipped with small anten- 
nas, approximately 16 or 23 
feet in diameter, depending 
on location. Modulation and 
access equipment at each 
station will perform digital 
coding of voice-grade sig- 
nals, echo suppression, 
switching and multiplexing. 



THE HARTFORD COURANTi 
Tuas^, Dictmtor 23« 1975 
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT REGULATION 

Cable television in its early stages of 
developnient was viewed with favor by broad- 
casters eager to reach new audiences and 
to extend their advertising markets, Whon 
cable first appeared 25 year^ auo in its early 
fcrni of community antenna television, lass 
than one per cent of U.S. householaers naa 
access to television. Cable TV spread 
rapioly in rural ar^eas v-^here many communities 
v^ould still be without television were it 
not for cable. [■ '^oadcas ters viewed cable 
with favor because it extended their advert- 

^ i^, t ^ Federal Cor^'Hiunl cations. 

Conimission did not exert control over cable 
during this period when cable systems typi- 
cally offered from three to five channels. 

Tvv'iJ ye-C_h£nneJ _C a]^e_ 

The regulation of cable has been the sub- 
ject of Increasing federal concern ever 
since it bee i^^ie more than a comniunity antenna 
system. Cable systems with twelve channels 
appeared in tne early 1960's. They pro- 
posed to bring distant signals to communi- 
ties with full television services. The 
cornniercial broadcasters, fearing fragmenta- 
tion of their markets pressured the FCC 
into blocking cable's entry into the top 
TV markets. In 1965 FCC asserted jurisdiction 
over micrHDwave coniinon carriers serving cable 
and also imposed a freeze on microwave 
importation of distant signals in the top 
lOO-markets. In 1966 FCC asserted juris- 
diction over all cable operations. 

Cojis ens u sj^greeni^ 

The freeze on cable lasted until 1972 when 
federal officials negotiated an agreement 
among major contending commercial interests: 
the broadcasters, the cable industry and 
program producers. By virtue of this con- 
sensus agreements cable systems could import 
only a limited number of distant signals in 
the top 100 markets in order to protect the 
advertising markets of the network affili- 
ates and the syndicated independents. 

FCC Report and^j^r ^IjXgj^J^cces^ Non- 
Broad c a s t Chan ne 1 _Re g u i remg n^U 

The consensus agreement was codified in the 



FCC Report and Order of March 31, 1972 
(FCC Docket 20508,) The quid pro quo 
in the agreement was that in exchange 
for the privilege of carrying broad- 
cast signals in major markets, newly 
constructed cable systems would be 
required to provide free channels, for 
at least five years, for the purpose 
of opening new outlets for local expres- 
sion, promoting diversity in television 
prograMiniing , advancing educati onal anc 
instructional television and increasing 
inforn:ational services of local govern- 
ments. The FCC noted that urban (major 
m.arket) areas were particularly in need 
of the opportunity for ethnic, racial, 
economic and age grouos to express their 
views and also to receive information 
abujt governmental actions and educational 
proorams of benefit to them. "We envision 
a future for cable," said FCC, "in which 
the principal services, channel uses^and 
potential sources of income will be from 
other than over-the-air signals," In 
summary the 1972 rules for major markets 
required: 

-=20-channel capacity available for 
iiiimediate and potential use; 

--equivalent amount of bandwidth for 
nonbroadcast purposes for each 
broadcast channel used ("one-for- 
one'' requ i rernent ; ) 

--technical capacity for nonvoice 

return ("two-^way") communications; 
single channel each for public, 
educational, local government and 
leased access use in each commun- 
i ty served; 

--facil 1 ti^es necessary for the pro- 
duction of programming on the 
public access channel; and 

--access channels to be expanded 
based on util Ization. 

Th e Con s ^jrisus Agreement Revisi ted^975i76 

Progress in cable construction spurred 
in Connecticut and other major markets 
by the Consensus Agreement slowed with 
the downturn of the economy. Loans for 
cable in the tight money market carried 
especially high rates of Interest. In 
the major markets, cable companies built 
before the 1972 Report were required to 
rebuild to specification by 1977, These 
companies sought relief from the rebuild 
requirements, and together with the 
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newer sy^teHi:^, rl,n-^:^.i t^^at provision of 
access 5ervi(j^% w r. r.nri hiird^^nsonio to Dear 
undor s t'^ai Umi^^^: r i r^f:ij!n5 tances . 

The'FCC resporvif?iJ, rit-u in .July, 13^b by 
cancell ini the 1 977 rehuild deariline (FCC 
nocKet .^0363. ) In :'ay, 1 976 FCC issued a 
new HeiHir^t and Order sharp"? roducina cable 
accpss rand channoi capacitv f^equi r^enients . 
Under the aniended rulos vdiich take effect 
on diino --n. lQ7r, rhn rrr 1 1 - 

--delete fro'^^ the ru]es entirely the 
rerju irer-ient that I'lajor market cable 
systo!r;s have the capacity to provide 
one nonbrocidcas t channel for each 
channel usod tti distribute broad- 
cast prograinmi ng, 

j^d'^e applying tne channel capacity 
dnd access rt jles to those systems 
f|;iased on a hr ujend or conglomerate 
system count) v/hich have fewer than 
3,500 subscr ibers. 

= = apply the channel capa^. ity and access 
r^ules Li all systems or conulonierates 
of systems with 3,500 or more sub- 
scribers, renardless of whether they 
arr^ .vuhin ur outside of major tele- 
VI si on tn,i rkots . 

--apply the access channel rules on a 
heddencl or conglornerate system basis 
rather than a community basis, so 
th .t in situations vvhere an access 
channel or channels are required, only 
one such channel (s) will be required 
per in tec] rated system even if that 
systetn serves more than one community. 

--delete the reqtiirement that older 
systems (those in operation prior 
to March 31, 1972) reconstruct to 
pravidp four dedicated access 
channels, and delete the require- 
ment that nev; systems (those in 
operation after March 31, 1972) pro- 
vide such channels rroiri the commence- 
niont of operation, 

^^rnnuirn the provision of four access 
channels only for those systems that 
have sufficient activated capability 
to provide such channels and where 
deniand for full time use has been 
inade. For those systems with in- 
sufficient activated capability to 
provide four chann'efs, require them 
to provide one composite access 
channel if technically possible 
(however, all systems with 3,500 or 
more subscribers must accommodate 
access services even if one com- 
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pQsite access channel U not avail- 
able, e.g., during duplicated net- 
work carriage time. ) 

--require systems to expand the num- 
ber of channels available for 
access programming up to the limit 
of each system's activated channel 
capability based on demonstrated 
use, but in no case require the 
instanatinn of a converter to meet 
access channel needs. 

--require that two-way capacity be 
installed on all systems with 
3,500 or more subscribers, but not 
require that any system reconstruct 
solely to provide this capacity. 

--require those systems with ^'^ore 
than 3,500 subscribers to recon- 
struct and comply with the 20- 
channel and two-way capacity require- 
ments no later than 10 years from 
novi/. 

These changes in FCC rules can seriously 
hamper the development of nQn -cQminercial 
uses 0^ cable "in C onnecticut . Prompt 
and judic i ous action is neeoed" to keep 
public interest options open" 

The FCC recognizes the prerogative of 
^TTran^RTslnT^^ To^saTSguard 
THFTccess channels tor goodTr<F suttv 
a^^TTeKonT^^ViConn^^^ 
alre^fsluerW the kjblTc ptTTiti^^" ~ 
tFntroT^^^njyjj^ dljFictidT^y jhe 
Teqjslature/ It 1s up to Jjie_£U0_M 
s^ak;jefore"the FCC fo r VlX o f 
C 0 n n ectic ut^s cable communiti^es to 
^t^t_^r_collective" interests jn_ 
the p ublic channels. 

REP. CLARK: (102nd) 

In the Whitehead report to the 
President on Cable, there is a 
threat to the continued availability 
of free access channels which should 
be studied immediately by this new 
commission, 

Connecticut is unique in that we 
have mandated state control of 
cable operations under the Public 
Utility Commission instead of under 
local municipal control. This ^.:ay 
prove to be a very great advantage 
to the people of our state, 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE 1974 GENERAL ASSEMBLY i 

^ HOUSE 



<',\i;i.K 'i'KLi-:\ isioN ; 
IM^OMISK X KK'Sl's inKiri.AToin' 




i'iiKi'AUKi * in i iii ; - 1 a i ^ 
SIHC OMMn FKK oN ( HMMIN I( \\ IfOXS 

('o^^^^rn^^;^: ox fXT^:I^sTA1l^ axi> 
l\S. IforsK OF rkphkskxtativ!-;h 



usinj^cable In w|jr^^|tlca£^^^^ 
U i U? eni^ and c omin u n i t i es^ 



The original supplX-Of. Go}^l^^nient^Pjn 

?J^?Jj_ ^^13_ jA^lcp ..beeii^ ijOia^ J3P0 
iliPj^ i^is^^vi 1 j__not__bf3 .cVtllliMj_ Li ntiJ jome 
tij;ne^ latj_jie^xt j/f The jjud^ haj^ been 
repri nte_d__by^ the_ Coiri[nunjJy; _A9cesj__TjJ 
"OiJjyLJiSli^lIi^ ^ S'^Sl the Hart/ord Graduate 
Cent er; 275 ^ffVdlSLi^ M)M 

only dcce£tf_dj Connecticut residents add 



21 cents state s^les .tax 



PROPOSED FEDERAL LEGISLATION 



The Communications Subcommittee of the 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce, U-S- House of Representati ves 5 1s 
currently holding hearings on a staff 
study. Cable Televis_ion: h^ofTiije ^^ersus 
Regulatory Perfor mance . The study urgently 
recommends that Congress enact legisla^ 
tion to allow cable to develop as a com- 
munications medium in its own right, and 
not merely ancillary to television broad- 
casting. The studj cites nine principles 
underlying specific recommendations for 
FedRral Legislation: 

"#The Federal Communications Commission's 
jurisdiction over cable should not be lim- 
ited solely to that "reasonably ancillary 
to the effective performance of the Com- 
mission's various responsibilities for the 
regulation of television broadcasting J* 
Cable should be regulated in its own 
right also, as an important facet of the 
"rapid, efficient, nationwide*' communica- 
tion system sought in Section 1 of the 
Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 
47 U.S.C. 151. 



lilt is necessary, as reflected in 
the Rural Development Act of 1972, "to 
make rural America a bettor place in which 
to live and vvork. " It should be the 
federal government's policy to promote 
the growth of cable and translators in 
rural areas thrQugh low interest loans. 
Effective tel ecMniunicati ons might be a 
significant factor in halting or revers- 
ing the population trend toward even 
greater urban concentration* In any 
event, the rural population should not 
be denied the benefits of a new and Import- 
ant technology like broadband cable* any 
more than it should be denied power or 
telephone service. 

sConstraihts should not be imposed 
upon cable television simply to protect 
broadcasting from conipetition. Such con= 
straints are called for only if there is 
a clear showing that, absent them* the 
overall public interest will suffer. Con- 
straints wh^n Imposed, should be limited 
strictlv to those necessary to effect the 
Darticular public interest purpose 
involved. 
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iCable televisiorT 's rf row^h sf^ould be 
allowed because of t^io Q^i^d div^ers^ty 
in television prof ariili^ ^ i-p caj^ bh^iig, 
and most importants ^he liiw Ser/Hcis iriade 
possiblt by its bro^^bah-d pacf ty f nto 
the home (1 .g. , pay, fiia^^eti ng ^ hanr^els ^ 
fcurglar aUrfns? and sifni lar systems, ) 

pCafclff's use copyri ghted n^^te^^ials 
in its distant si gnal car'n^ge ^f^oui *d 
not be allowed to fifianc^ ir^jur^ the 
copyright owner. Ca&le* ^ ghawth cannot 
be based on such an uinfa^ r fom^ml^^m. 

^The federal regul atory PGk etoyld 
be confined to those aspects reqijiriMig 
national del ineation of ^tapidarqe* Such 
areas shotild be defiried/ and wh^f^e fed- 
eral preejuption i s c^lie^ for^ to a\^o^d 
f nterference with federal object^^es , 
the lociic of preenipti on ^tioqld be Skpl^c - 
1 tly stated, 

mln al 1 other respeGt#-, cpbl^ tele^ 
vision regulation shc^uld be left to 
state/local authoriti es. Thef^^ar^n 
governmen t s hould not ov^rse^ t\\0t bw'O' 
cess, or beconie the couy^t la^t 
resort" fcr those se^Mn^ re^lresp fhcfn 
l ocal regcilation, Specif^lcal ly^ unless 
a matter comes withiri th^ ferferafl domain , 
the - Federal Connniunica tiOf^ s Cc^mini ^siori 
should not attempt: t(> en # ura or protect 
cable teli6v1sion or the t ocal puc^Hc 
againsft irappropriate , 1^^ eff^ctiv^a or 
1 nef fi ciert local rag u]gp ion ^ 

eWbere^er feasible »fn^ ttef*^ sf^ould 
be 1 eft t€ e^Per'iriient <itic? ^ ^f^^ t^se 
rrtarket-piace ; federal regulation should 
be resorted to only v/her^ cl^arly^ 
required in the publl < 1^ ter^st. Ancl 
such regulation shoul d t caf^ri^d 
over froin broadcast toc^Jble^ wi-phogt 
regard to the indfvidtjal mature c?«f 
each service ^ 

^Where in federal reg^ lat^ On t^hehe 
is a choice between ( i) ^ mar^ket sthuc" 
ture that creates the po$ sib^ lity* of 
abuse and corsequent clo^, ^edef^al 
supervision to renhedy suc^ h a^use^ and 
(ii) a structure that av^^ ids sucp* gow- 
ernmental supervision and ^el ^cs 
instead upon fnarket fcrc^^i t^he t ^tter 
should be followed, u^le5.3 a cle^r ir^d 
ccfnpening s flowing is ma^^o^th^ 
need for tu )" 

Ir proposing that tuajer r^sp^nsi^ ility 
for regulating cable te stiif'^fid ^roni 
tlie FCC to tfie states , th* s^^jdy mm- 
mends that the states set up spe^ ial 
^^*^l€ cormfiissiDns. Ttie s*dy no^^es that 
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1 1 states have adopted some torm of 
cable regulation ^ and that legis- 
lation propos ing state regulation was 
introduced in 25 states last year. 

Utility- tjpe regulation is not appropriate, 
however, contends the study, because such 
regulation focuses on reasonablenes': of 
subscriber rates and adequacy of service 
rather than developinent. Most state public 
utility coinni1ss1 onSj says the study, are 
Inclined to be overly protective of exist= 
1ng Industries with whlcfi a cable system's 
interests might conflict (i*e.5 telephone 
coiTipanies and power conipanies, ) The Sub- 
coimittee report cites a report by the 
Rand Corp era tiori "that found that Cable 
Television's growth in Connecticut was 
stymied because of state PUC domination 
by Southern New England Ben, "(The report 
adds In a footnote; "Nev/ York and Calif- 
ornia have been able to deal in a more 
effective , enlightened manner with the 
problem." ) Other studies also recofn^- 
mend separate cable commissions for simi- 
lar reasons. 

The reconmendati on reads ; 

"Establisiinient of state cable com- 
missions. Such Comiisslons would pro- 
vide for statewide licensing of systems, 
but v/ould ensure participation by local 
governnients Intfie process. Cable must 
be treated as a distinct type of service 
which requires Its own set of regulatory 
standards* Each state government 
shoul d be encouraged to establish by 
statute minimuni standards for non-broad- 
cast servnces in-order that basic needs 
of al 1 citizens are met. We believe it 
1 s essential that the expertise^ author- 
1 ty and power of state government be 
brought tc bear on the devel opinent of 
cable television within statue bound- 
^ aries. W€ recognize that neither the 
FCC nor the cable television industry 
has shown niuch 1 nterest In the expan- 
sion of non-broadcast services ^and there- 
fore^ thi s recoranendation is Hkely to 
draw strong protests froni cable sys- 
tem operators who are content v^ith local 
regul ati oil. NeverthelesSi we believe 
this comprehensive planning and regula- 
tory function (or state tier) is import- 
ant If cable is ever to, develop to meet 
its potential .in terms of fulfilling 
piibl ic needs-" 



The House study unfortunately does not 
take note of Connecticut's legislative 
effort to apply the needed developmental 
stimulus by creating the Commission on 
the Educational and Informati bnal Uses 
of Cable Telecommunications, nor of 
the default of political leadership 
in withholding appropriated funds from 
the CEIUCT to achieve its mission. 
Neither does the study take into account 
the establishnient of the Public Utnities 
Control Authority Reorganization Task 
Force^ currentl^^ considering the rela- 
tive nierits of PUCA^s continued regula- 
tion of cable versus regulation of 
cable by a separate agency. Testinionj^ 
concerning the CEIUCT, the PUCA reorgani- 
zation force and other recent state 
developments affecting cable will be 
offered to the Subconimittee in July by 
Seth Houck of the Task Force and \/ice- 
Chairman of the CEIUCT. 



Another recormiendation of the study 
urges that low-cost loans be made avail- 
able to wire up scarcely populated areas 
Such financing would be an inducement 
not only to provide basic cable serv- 
ice to rural areas but would also facili^ 
tate the delivery of an array of serv- 
ices by public and private lessees of 
cable. channel s. 

Interconnecting statewide systems would 
provide the public Sector with the 
economy of scale to deliver via cable 
such services as post- secondary educa- 
tion* professional and occupational 
training, preventive health care, 
consumer information and dozens of 
other public services needed by urban 
and rural state residents. 

The inherent posslbllties for tradeoff 
between the public and private sectors 
jointly using cable systems financed 
by lov^-cost loans are very attractive 
for Connecticut. Parts of Connecticut^ 
such as the Northeast, where unemploy- 
ment and poverty are high, need public 
services. Other sparsely populated 
areas are dotted with the homes and 
estates of well-tO'do exurbanites. 
Here, the aggregation of services could 
provide the critical mass researchers 
say is needed to make the use of cable 
for broadband comnuni cations viable* 



'Politics' Seen 
in Cable TV 



WASHINGTON (tlpl) - 
The chairmen of the gown^ 
merit's top conirnunlcalioni 
agencies during the Hixon 
Administration criticized the 
White House Monday for de- 
laying legislation to revannp 
regulation of the cable tele- 
vision industry. 

Both Dean Burch, former 
chairiTian of the Federal 
Communicationi Cornmii- 
sion, and Clay T, Whitehead* 
first director of the White 
House Office of TelecommU' 
nications Policy, suggested 
election year politics had a 
lot to do with the deciiion. 

The criticisr^ canie as a 
House subconiniittee opened 
15 days of hearings on cible 

In April, the White House 
announced it wai not going 
to forward legislation to 
Congresi at that time. In 
January, a staff study by the 
House Interstate aiid Por- 
eign Commerct subcoifimit- 
tee on coninnunioation^ said 
cable TV ^as overregiilated 
by the FCC 

Burch, now a private at- 
torney, said he was *'^onie' 
what disappointed" by the 
White Houie announceininl 
wish the White Borne 
and the OTP, and the FCC 
for that fact, w\i\d scibmit 
l<^Bislation if that U mcm%- 
sary," Burch said^ 

Burch said he fa wed 



Congress passing legislation 
to put cable television In a 
separate category, adding 
the FCC should take ''a 
healthy cynicism'' toivard 
coinplaints by broadcasters 
that expansion of cabte TV 
'■will mean wholesale bank- 
ruptcy." ] 

Whitehead, who said ha 
prefers cable firms fceing 
treated as common carriers 
open to leasing by broadcast- 
ers and others* said broad- 
casters "must be weaned 
from the economic fawlt- 
ism" placed on it by govem- 
ment. 

He accused the White 
House of '^continuous back- 
ing off* on cable legislation 
*in order to avoid broadcast- 
er antagonism/" 

Whitehead sujgested Con- 
gress rewrite the Comiiiuni* 
cations Act of 1934 because 
acting under It would niiaii 
"we are always going to be 
dealing with the pollticat 
proc^.*' 

He said OTP has drafted 
cable television tegislatioii 
but apparency it has not 
been approved by the Office 
of Management and Budget 
or the White House. 

**3t is unfortunate that leg- 
islation has not heel glveri 
the oppcrtunty to see the 
Uiht of day,'* Whitehead 
added, *'Perhaps after the 
eliction," 
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THE CONNECTICUT PUBLIC UTILITIES 
CONTROL AUTHORITY ROLE 

The Connecticut Public Utnities Control 
Authorit:y divided the duty of admisistering 
cable teleyision in this state with the 
Federal Communication Cominission in Washr 
ington. Each agency 1s responsible for 
regulating certain aspects of CATV* The 
PUCA exercises Its pov^r through the issu- 
ance of v/hat are called franchises or 
certificates of public convenience and 
necessity. A franchise entitles a cable 
company to exclusive CATV development 
rights in specified cofniiiuni ties. In order 
to qualify, a prospective franchisee must 
fulfill certain standards established by 
the PUCA. 

In Connecticut 5 CATV has been deemed by 
legislatiN/e decree to be a public utility 
just like the gas or telephone company. 
As such* each franchise holder is subject 
to an eight percent assessment on gross 
revenues in addition to the state sales 
tax and whatever local property taxes there 
might be. The CATV fnoney is not separated 
and, along with the rest of the ^unds the 
PUCA collects, is thrown into the pot with 
the state's other revenues. The taxes on 
gross revenues of CATV systems in Connecti- 
cut last year reportedly amounted to 
S800.0O0. 

The PUCA does not have a specific staff for 
CATV regulation. The same engineers etc. 
who deal with the gas^ electric and tele- 
phone companies handle CATV. 

PUCA REGULATIONS OF IMPORTANCE TO THE 
CONNECTICUT CATV CONSUMER 

A. Franchise Exclusivity - The PUCA gives 
each franchise exclusive rights to develop 
CATV within the area of the franchise. 
This means that no other cable company rriay 
enter this area and compete for subscribers. 

B, Length o f Franchise - At present, the 
PUCA puts no duration on franchises. How- 
ever* in light of FCC edict, a hearing was 
held recently which will result in some 
time limit being placed on franchises, 
probably around 15 years. AlsOs it ts 
possible for franchise holders to get 
renewals of their franchises after they 
expire. 
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C. Const ruction Initiation - The PUCA 
requires that each franchise be exercised 
and that significant construction be 
started within tv/o years after 1t has 
been granted. For a violation of this 
rule a franchise can be revoked^ or taken 
away, For the most parts this rule has 
not been applied pending the lengthy 
court and FCC battles. Thus, some fran- 
chisees who were granted their franchises 
as early as 1966 have yet to begin con- 
struction and still have managed to avoid 
revocation. The purpose of this rule Is 
to prevent speculators irom buying up a 
franchise and then just holding it, with- 
out intending to serve potential sub- 
scribers in order to sell it for a higher 
price, 

D. Extent of Construction - Each fran- 
chise holder is required to submit a 
plan for construction that will provide 
CATV to all the people within his fran- 
chise area within a reasDnable pariod • 
of time. This insures that even people 
living in sparsely populated, unprofit- 
able portions of a franchise area are 
serviced. With this same concern in 
mind, the PUCA has also assigned^ unreq- 
uested, lesser populated communities 

to holders of more profitable franchise 
areas* 

Suitability of the Applicant - The 
PUCA requires eyidence certifying the 
general qualifications of each applicant 
for a franchise. 

1. Biographical data on the manage- 
rnent and personnel * 

2. Financial Statement-includes dates 
of construction Initiation and comple- 
tion » cost of proposed facilities, and a 
ten year projected income outline* 

3. Ability to perforni staternent-^appll- 
cant must indicate his and his employees - 
technical qualifications to engage in CATV. 

F, Rate Regulations - Each franchise 
holder must'submlt proposed rates which 
can be rejected by the PUCA if found to 
be unacceptable. The Comission can 
require public hearings at which the 
burden of prooof is on the franchisee to 
show the reasonableness of his rates. 
The Contnission also requires yearly 
accounting reports from each franchisee 
and may at anytime request any further 
financial records it desires. 



6 Own ership Transfers - Ordinarily a 
franchise holder may not sell his company 
without fiotificdtion of and approval by 
the PUCA. Due, in great part, to a recent 
attempt by a group in Viaterbury to have 
a franchise holder's certificate revoked, 
the PUCA has modified its rules to Increase 
control to those instances where & con- 
trolling interest in the stock of a 
cable company will be sold. Specificany, 
all franchise holders must now report to 
the PUCA any sale of more than 30 percent 
of the stock. 



INVITATION ^O^ r.OMAAUNirr AN- 

Tf:NN4 in cvisiON tc^rv) applica* 

T lON^ AppMcnMofisarf Invltfti for acertlf- 
lf iiff»of fiiihik convrnif'rit f »ind nrr.r.^'iity lo 
jfpmtrucf umi ofW'f.Mf ft lommtfoMy nnfcn* 
iisl IflrvKlrri vslfm iind'T Ihp ^rpyHlons 
ul CH.ir>i«»r ?H'? of Ihe C«'rt( f ,yI ^tfltufrs, for 
.ill <«f the .iff^.i iollow% C A TV Nn 8 - IM 
lowii$ of Tfurfibiill. Mnnror, Nr^^Mown, 
ftrwkiU'M. Nrw Hrtlrfifid an$ Sherman. 
Ihr dr/^dllnr lor ,if>p'tr.»Mofis Is Jyrte 21, 
I97S. All Ai>pl lc.it icin^ musf be filed 111 ac- 
cord.iik f with the proVKIOf?^ of f h«flyiei ol 
PfrtcHcr of Ihc Public UIIMlie^ C6rnml*« 
iiofl, Includinq «H<? Hllna with fhe«f>pliCA« 
Hon. of IN? Loniplofc crt^c of Ihe rtpplicanti 
ron^Kllnq ol iworn twilmony and exhIblH. 
C©p«e» the Putllc UtlllllDS Cemmiiiion 
Ruici &f Praclke are available Ofi rrqwij 
t@ Enrcuflvc Snrircl«rv. Public Dfilltiei 
CofnmlMlon. Slflle Olike Buildlfio, Werf. 
Icrd. Connects uf, 06IIV AnuHcann ?irf .ifl- 
vised Ihiil 1f*e Cofnifils%lf>n will rrfwr I ^l»IM 
iient cwnpllancf; wUh f**"^ ' 
KiM* nf rrMtUp of IM PutiMf 
r»»fniMH%lcHi A|iplM «iH»iii% miHf }»if ftf,(.«m« 
IMiilHil liy nl'»OflHnfj H ri, fifCffjl lliftl ro/i*» 
iiitiiniiil Iw 1% ff'auircd of uny vjppllcafii 
wIiIcIiHrs already p.i**l «i f^eln connectton 
M^ltti arvy previously f 11^ appllcalion vftikh 
Incliidn at least onn of Ihe fownt In flit 
irttt AMlletf for. ^ ^ . 

KlBLIC UTILITIES COMW^ISSION 
HCNRV MIEfiZWA, 
gKOCutl^f $«crtfirY. 
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For Companies 

The faint future of cable television in Hamdenmaybe 
about lo get a bit dimmer, The State Public UtiUties 
Control Authority is considering changei in its regidattas 
aiid the net result would be to afford cable tflevision 
franchise h&ldm more reUef then they presently can look 
ifor. 

Curreni PUCA rules require cable talevision firms to 
serve all custoiners in their franchise area and tcex^iid 
by 20 percent a year, completing coverage of tbftir area iii 
five years= Revision of those rules \vlll be conilA at a 
hearing an April 21 at 10 :30 in Hartford at the State Office 
Building. . 

Harrtden h increasingly sufr©un#d by the availability 
af cable televigion-=bui none is available locally or in Kev^ 
Haven or West Haven, the other t^o comrTjuiiitaes in the 
authorized franchise of Systems T.Vm headQuartared in 
New Haven. _ 

The nearby Housatonic Valley has had cable television 
for some time and to the iiorth, the new iystem is also 110^ 
available in parlsof North Haven and in Wallingfard and 
North Branford. Along with a general fplicy of tini^^ 
buying relief to non-operative cable teiev;5sioii franchise 
holders, the PUCA is also considering posilble mtt^ 
service in some rural areas of a franchise district. Several 
u|i-^ia« liiiii* i.Aj»isuMHJiifej» liiuunung apposiutin 10 
any such rulei change. 

Two months ago, Matt Jenetopulos, president of 
Systems T.V. in New Haven, told The Chrofiicie that other 
than the finalizaiion of f inancini, his Ikrm is all set to go 
to^¥ird providing cable television to Hamden, Mew Haven 
and W-^t Haven. Systems T V, is one cf 19 conipanies that 
havenn started lo ierve any custom€rs y^t. Other cooh 
iTiunities without service thus far include greater Hart- 
ford, greater Bridgeport, MiddletoM/n. IWIilford, Wo^^ 
bridge, Orange and a number of towns in north v^estern 
Connecticut and in the area west of the Connecticut River. 

^any of the operating cabie television companies in 
Connecticut are affiliated wi^h national corporations and 
therefore have not run into financing problems . Systems 
Ty . in thii area is one of several independent fir^is which 
are not yet in operation. 

%Vith cable television, customers pay an approxiniate 
$20 installation charge with monthly fees ranging from 
about is JO to TTie iysteni reportedly provides viewers 
better reception from local television chaniiels and allows 
them to waieb shows on distani channels as weil. Some 
esUmates are that from M to 3€ channels might become 
available to Hamden viewei^ v^ith cable televiiion 
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LOCAL ADViSORy COUNCILS 

If) November, 1972 the Public UtlHties Cofn- 
mission was petitioried by the Governrnental 
Mfairs Council of the Urban Leagues of Con^ 
necticut, the Office of Urban Affairs of 
the Archdiocese of Hartford-,, the Minarity 
Advisory Committee ^ the Bridgeport Comfnunity 
Video Center, the NftionaT Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People, the Un^ 
school Educational Services Corporation , the 
Meriden Hurnan Rights Cofrnilssion, Educational 
Vide<^ Access Corporations the Corinectlcut 
Courtwil of Churches, and Connect Icufe Citizens 
Action Group ^ to adopt a number of proposed 
regylations to give all sectors of the popu- 
lation a degree of coni^ol over cable in 
their cofmnunf ties , including effective 
access to the designated channels for educa^ 
tion^ local government and the public. The 
PUC responded to the petitioners and other 
interested parties, InGluding the City of 
Hartford, the Windham Regional Planning 
Agency and respresentati ves of schools and 
libraries by establishing Local Advisory 
Councils for Cable Television for all fran- 
chised areas of the state. Substantive 
porti«s of the text of the relevant PUC 
Docket 11407, "PROPOSED REGULATIONS CON- 
CERfJING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ADVISORY COUN- 
CILS FOR CABLE TELEVISION FRANCHISE AREAS," 
issued in February, 1973 follows: 

te advisory council is desirable in the 
administration of CATV statutes and 
regulations. Such an advisory council 
should Include a strong representation from 
the various towns comprising the respect- 
ive franchise areas. Some consideration 
should be given to the population density 
of these towns in determining how many 
representatives each sNould have. 

The Commission further considered the value 
of CklV as a device assisting public 
educatio^f. It has concluded that each 
board of ediication should be repre^ 
sented Un the i^ork of the advisory 
council. Similarly^ the Comrrilsslon 
notes another Important public use of 
CATV is related to the public* s access 
to literature In various forms through 
the library systems located wthin each 
of the franchise areas. For this rea- 
son llbranss should be represented in 
the advisory council. Finally, tht 
Comnisslon agrees that the operator of 



the CATV franchise sfiould offer its 
«pert advtce and in that way telp in 
ttie work of the advisory c&yncil* 

"Section 16'333-24»ESTABL1S«MENT OF 
CABLE TELEVISIC. ADVISORY COUNCIL. 

'^There sh/^ll be established a cable 
television advisory councfl, hereinafter 
referred to as adviscry council, cOTSist-^ 
ing o/f fepres«tat1ves of the towm in 
each area where; the Pu611c Ufillittes 
Commission has granted a certificate of 
public convenience and necessity to a 
cabTe television company as franchitt 
holder under authortty of Chapter 289 of 
the General Statutes. 

"Section 16-333-25-APPOINTMENT Of 
ADVISORY CmmiL MEMBEHS. 

''The ftewihers of each advisory council 
shall be appointed as follws: 

"(a) The chief elected official of 
each town in the franchise area 
shall appoint one or more meni- 
bers whQ are residents of said 
towft as deterrnined by tte m©it 
recent United States cansus in 
the following manner: 

"(1) In tov^ns having a popular 
tion of less chan 5,000 - 
one member, 

"(2) in towns having a popula- 
tion of at least 5,000 but 
less than 20,000 - two 
menibers . 

"(3) In towns having a popula- 
tion of at least 20,000 
but le^s than 50,000 - 
three rflembers, 

"(4) In towns having a pcpula» 
tion of SO5OOO or more - 
four members* 

"Insofar as Is possible ^aid appointments 
should reflect and be representative of 
the cultural 5 educational, ethnic and econo- 
mic makeup of the population Inhabiting said 
towns* 

"(b) The board of education in each town 
in the franchise area shall appoint 
one member of the advisory council . 
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Such meniber must reside In said 
town, but need not be a imeniher of 
said board of education, 

"(c) One fiiember shall be appointed to 
the advisor)? councn in each fran- 
chise area to represent all of the 
libraries of general pub]H use 
located in the tov^ns within that 
franchise. In the town .n the 
franchise area having the largest 
population therein, as determined 
by the niost recent Wnited States 
census^ the publvc library board 
charged v>nth oversight and manage- 
irent Qf the to^m^s public library 
as defined by Section n-24a(b) of 
the General Statutes shall appoint 
the advisory council meRiber. In 
the event there is no public libr- 
ary board in charge of the publ 1c 
library in that town, or if tne 
library of general public use in 
that town is a private eleemosynary 
library, or If no library in either 
category is located in that tov^n^ 
then said advisory council meniber 
shall be appointed by the chief 
elected official of said town. 
The advisory courtcil member 
appointed hareunider shall be an 
inhabitant of a town within the 
franchise area who Is eithar a 
library board member or a profes-- 
sional library staff employee of 
a public library or a private 
eleemosynary library of general 
public use in a town within the 
franchise area. 

'*(d) The franchisee shall appoing one 
member, v^iho shal 1 posess some 
expertise in the field of cable 
television md who shall serve 
without vote on the advisory 
council . 

"Section l6-333-26»TERN OF ADVISORY 
COUNCIL MEMBERS, 

"Each member of the advisory council 
shall serve for a terni of two (2) 
years from the first day of July in 
the year in which such member is 
appointed. 
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"Section 16^333-27-^ACANCIES OF ADVISORY 
COUNCIL MEMBERS. 

''Any vacancies for an unexpired term may 
be filled by the respective appDinting 
authority in each instance to CDmplete 
and serve out the rernainder of the cur- 
rent term for which the vacating member 
v^as appointed, 

'^Section 16-333-28-COMPENSATION, 

'"Members of the advisory council shall 
serve vrithout co^mpensation. 

^'Section 16-333-29-ELECTION OF 
OFFICIALS AND MEETINGS. 

"Each advisory council shall elect its 
own chairman, vice-chairrfian and 
secretary. The council shall meet 
regularly at least bi-iTioothly, Spec- 
ial meetings may be called by the 
chairman or by the majority of the 
members upon due notice to all members 
of the advisory counciU 

"Section 16-333-30-FUNCTION OF 
■ COUNCIL. 

"Each Advisory council may give advice 
to the management of the cable tele- 
vfsiion company upon such matters affect- 
ing the public as it deems necessary. 
Each advisory council shall annual ly 
on a date not later than the first day 
of August, file a written report with 
the PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION co?i- 
cerning its activities for the pre- 
ceding twelve month period ending 
June 30.^^ 

SUMMARY OF 1975 LOCAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
ANNUAL REPORTS 

Eight of 19 Local Advisory Councils 
submitted their required Annual Reports 
to the Public Utilities Conmission (now) 
PUCAJ Following is a summary of prob- 
lems encountered and areas in which 
the :iOuincils have been or plan to 
become active: 

Concern was expressed about the gap 
betv/een promises made by cable com- 
panies in original applications for 
franchise grants and actual performance 
inoWs especially in regard tg access 
channel use. 



I PrDblenis an^d Complaints 

A. PUC directive to advisory councils 
was too vague. Most councils v/anted 
specific directions as to function, 
responsibilities and authority. 

Sore appal mtments have not been made. 
EspeciaTly in areas to which cable 
■has not yet been extended some towns 
and bCiirds have not yet made appoint'- 
" mentis 

C. At tendance at meetiinigs is poor* 
There appears tD be in each Council 
only a small dedicated group of 
cable enthusiasts who regularly 
participate In meetings. 



5. All Councils have educated 
theniselves about technical- 
ities of cable operations. 

Many Councils see themselves as 
citizen/subscriber advocates , 
coordinators with boards of educa^ 
tion and local government , or 
sttmlators of Interest in cable, 
Most consider access channets as 
the main area in which they can 
operate yiably. 

B. Meeds seen by Councils 

1 . Local and state grants^ are 
needed for community pro- 
granming . 



D. A budget 1$ needed. There is a 
need for stamps, stationery ^ mall- 
tugs, phone calls^ infoTOational 
materials, etc. This need has been 
met by some Councils by requesting 
a stoTI ($25 or so) appropriation 
frofu each town. One caible company 
has volunteered to donate supplies. 

II Areas of Council Action or Concern 

A, Actions taken by Councils 

1. Letter-writing campaign to Con- 
gress concerning copyright law 
legislation was attempted. 

2. Some prografTis about Advisory 
Councils have been produced on 
access channels. 

3. Some Council rembers have parti- 
cipated fin a DCA-sponsored tele- 
vision cObirse at Central Conniecti- 
cut Stats College sponsored by 
the State Department of Comnynlty 
Affairs, 

4. One Council has helped the sys- 
tem operator to draft regula- 
tions for educational and pub- 
lic access channels. 

5. Most Councils have established 
conTnunicitions with local 
goverih.'ents and school boards 
regarding use of access chani- 

. nels. 



2. Training is needed far local 
officials in cable opera- 
tions and techniques, 

3. Two-way cable is needed for 
effective use of access 
channels. 

4. An exchange system 1s needed 
to allow one franchisee to 
make use of another's pro- 
gramming and Ideas. 

PUCA AND THE LOCAL ADVTSORY COUNCILS 

Aware of the need to develop policy for the 
Local Mvisor^ Councils , created by their 
predecessor regulatory body, the PUCA helO' 
a fneeting with Council representatives in 
April. Coninissioners Miriam Biutterworth 
ani*Gerald NcCann Invited the Council men 
reactions to a PUCA proposal to fstablish 
a state- level cable advisory coimihttee. 
The consensus of opinion was favorable. 
The suitability of the Commission on the 
Educational and Informational Uses of 
Cable Telecoimiunications was discussed, 
and there was agreement that it would be 
helpful to designate the CEIUCT to serve 
in that capacity. Accordingly ^ after 
the meeting, Commissioner McCann, a 
CEMJCT member, addressed a request to 
the Attorney General to clarify the 
CEIlJCT's status so that PUCA could pro- 
ceed with its plan to designate the 
CEIUCT as an advisory committee. The 
Attorney General *s opinion is currentTy 
pending. 



EKLC 



21 



BASIC FEDERAL AND CONNECT! CvVf STATE DOCUMENTS FOR CABLE TELEVISION 



FEDERAL COMMllNECATinNS- COMMISSION , 

Report t Order February 12, 1972 

Recons iikfat^^ of Report and Order July 14, 1972 

Clarification of the Cable Television Rules and 

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Inquiry April 22, 1974 

OFFICE OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS POtlCY 

Cable; Cabinet Report to the President 1974 
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Cable Television: Promise Versus Regulatory Performance January 1976 

CONNECTICUT GENERAL STATUTES 

Chapter 277 (CATV defined as Public Utility; Rev. Stat. 16-330-333) 

Chapter 289 (Franchising Authority) 

Chapter 212 (Gross Receipts Tax) 

CO«CTICUT PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Community Antenna Television Systems 
(Award of Qriglnal Franchis/es) March 2"), 1967 

PUC Rules of Practice (Cormecttcut Administrative Regula- 
tions'. Part 10 - Petitions and 
Applications - CATV Systems) 

Docket 110250 (Technical Standards) November 25, 1969 

Uniform System of Accounts January 1972 

Docket #11343 (To conform Connecticut CATV procedures 

with FCC Rules of 1972) November 1972 

Docket #11392 (Pole Attachments Charge) March 14, 1974 

Docket #11407 (Establishment of Local Advisory Councils) February 13, 1974 

COMISSION ON THE EDUCATIONAL AND iriF0R.MATIONAL USES OF CADLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

First Report to the General Assembly. 

Public Use of Public Channels. Opportunities in Cablj 

Tel ecomnuni cations February 15, 1975 
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THE COMMISSION ON THE EDUCATIONAL AND 
INFORMATIONAL USES OF CABLE TELECOMMUNICA- 
TIONS was established by Special Act 74-111 
of the 1914 General Assembly session to 
make a study of, and submit recommendations 
regarding* the importance, development and 
future uses of cable telfecofnmunications for 
educational and informational purposes, 
with specific reference to public channels 
by the FCC for an experimental five-year 
period. The intent of the legislation 
was to develop state policy for the most 
effective use of cable technology in the 
public interest* Th^i report was to be sub- 
mitted to the Genercil Assembly no later 
than February 15, 1975. The sum of $50,000 
was appropriated to carry out the purposes 
of the Act. The legislation was researched 
and developed on the initiative of the 
Education Subcomittee on Libraries and 
Educational Television under the leader- 
ship of Representative Ruth Clark of Bran- 
ford* It was passed with full bipartisan 
support of both houses and statewide con- 
stituencifs. 

The Cormnission was charged to scrutinize 
seven specific areas of substantive CQn= 
cerns and complex Issues that muld have 
to be dealt with to forrTiulate public pol- 
icy. The Education Comiittee nobed that 
the General Assembly had never dealt in 
depth with educational television and 
urgently needed expert advice about the 
Implications of cable television for 
improving educational and other public 
services to the people of ConTOCticut. 
The seven areas of concern to be con- 
sidered were to includej but not to be 
limited to, the following: (1) the Identi- 
fications of the needs and costs of educa- 
tlonal and informational uses of cable 
telecofmiynications s (2) an examination of 
the type of control and franchising of 
cable telecommunications in Connecticut^ 
Including the distribution of channel 
usages 5 which will best protect^, promote 
and assure maximum access for educational 
and Informational purposes; (3) develop- 
ment of a state policy which v/111 ensure 
funding adequate to lancourage educational 
flexibility, convenience and experimenta- 
tion, and to develop open or closed cir- 
cuit programs for all educational levels 
and types of needed informational services; 
(4) the feasibility of establishing com- 
munity information centers which are con- 
venient to non-cable subscribers; (5) the 
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means of cooperating with other states 
in the development and use of cable 
teleconiiiuni cations; (6) an examination 
of those criminal and civil lawSj incl* 
uding, but not limited to, libel , slander, 
obscenity and copyrights which may affect 
use of and access to the cable by placing 
liability in the first instance on the 
cable operator; (7) consideration of the 
establishment of a permanent commission 
on cable telecoirmuni cations; and (8) all 
other germane matters. 

Calculating the time required for the 
Legislature to act ovi the Commission's 
recommendations before the FCC's five- 
.year experimental period expired in 1977^ 
the Committee tried to field the Coimls- 
sion as soon as possible- This would 
allow sufficient time for intensive study 
and expert consultancy* This carefully 
conceived course of responsible legis- 
lative action never came to fruition. 



The first obstacle was the delay on 
the part of Governor Meskill to make 
the necessary appointments. The four 
legislative members of the Commission 
has been appointed before the close of 
the General Assembly. It was not until 
late in September, however, that the 
gubernatorial appointments were made. 



The Commission was finally convened on 
October I5 1974 by Senator Ruth Truex and 
Representative Rufus Rose. The appropri- 
ated funds to implement the charge were 
not released, however, by the Legislative 
Management Conmilttee. Administrative and 
secretarial staff, office space, telephonet 
duplicating and mailing facilities to oper- 
ate the Corranisslon were contributed through 
December SI, 1974 by the Connecticut State 
Library, with the expectation that funds 
appropriated to the Cormiission would be 
made available to the Corrmission to con- 
tinue the Implementation of the charge from 
the Legislature, Research and public 
information services were provided by the 
State Library to the Commission through the 
Library's Cable Information Services unit, 
whose director, Margaret Cleland, served 
the Conml ssion as executive officer, on 
detached service from the Library. Regular 
meetings were held at least twice monthly 
through January. Public hearings were held 



in New London and Danbury. Guidelines for 
a Fjrjt_ Report wuro drawn up by the Cam- 
mi isi on In Janudry to inform the new legis- 
lature about public opinion and the urgent 
need to pursue the study. 

In hope of obtaining the support of Gover- 
nor Grasso's Adniini strati on, it was agreed 
that a bill introduced by Representative 
Klebanoff to^ extend the life of the Com- 
mission to February 15, 1976 should be 



merged witn a bill introduced by the Regu- 
lated Activities Committee to establish a 
cable study commission. A series of pro- 
cedural obstacles prevented the bill from 
reaching the floor for a vote, despite a 
successful petition procedure and an almost 
successful bid to obtain certification. 
These legislative procedures can be invoked 
to bring a bill to the floor under special 
circumstances. The effort foundered vvhen 
the House leadership declined to certify. 



COMMISSION ON THE EDUCATIONAL AND INFORMATIONAL USES OF CABLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 



J. JEFFREY ALMQUIST PUBLIC MEMBER (occupation: attorney) 

GEORGE M. BENNETT, JR. - PUBLIC MEMBER (occupation: Director of Public Relntions. 

Southern New England Tt^lephone Co*) 
WALTER T. BRAHM - CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY (State Librarian) 
FRANK R. DeLUCIA - CONNECTICUT CONFERENCE OF MAYORS (Ex-Mayor of Newtown) 
ROBERT G. HALE, SR. - CONNECTICUT AUDIO VISUAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (AV Director. 

Bran ford) 

SETH HOUCK - PUBLIC (Retired. Former occupation; engineer in computer science) 
MATTHEW T. JENETOPULOS - CONNECTICUT CATV ASSOCIATION (cable industry representative, 

holds New Haven franchise) 

PETER KELLOGG - COMMISSION ON THE ARTS (trustee) 
REP. HOWARD M. KLEBANOFF - LEGISLATOR (D. Hartford) 

NOLAN LUSHINGTON - CONNECTICUT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION (Greenwich Public Library) 

SELMA LEE MARKOWITZ - CONNECTICUT INSTITUTE FOR HEALTH MANPOWER RESOURCES. INC, (Exec. 

Dir.) 

GERALD J. McCANN - PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION (Conimissioner ) 
EDNA NEGRON- SMITH - PUBLIC MEMBER (occupation: bilingual educator) 
REP. CORNELIUS P, O'LEARY - LEGISLATOR (D.Windsor Locks) 

JOHN PALMER- CONNECTICUT BROADCASTERS ASSOCIATION (Program Director, Channel 30) 
VIRGINIA PETTIROSS - CONNECTICUT HIGHER EDUCATION TV ASSOCIATION (teacher, Middlesex 

Community Col lege) 

GEORGE SAMAHA - PUBLIC MEMBER (occupation: businessman) 

BERNARD D. SHEA - BOARD FOR STATE ACADEMIC AWARDS (Connecticut external degree program) 
IRA J. SINGER - CONNECTICUT ASSOCIATION FOR ADVANCEMENT OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION 

(Assistant Superintendent? West Hartford Schools) 
HERBERT SMITH - COMMISSION FOR HIGHER EDUCATION (trustee) 
PAUL K. TAFF - CONNECTICUT PUBLIC TELEVISION (President and General Manager) 
GEORGE WEST - STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION (employed by Southern New England Telephone Coj 



REP- WILLIAM CHURCHIUL^ Legislator (R. Durham))were members of the Commission as 
REP- RUTH H. CLARK, Legislator (R. Branford) Joriginally constituted. These 
HAROLD R, STERRETT, III, Connecticut State )pos1tions have been vacant since 

Planning Committee )February3 1975. 

ADELA M. EADS represented State Board of Education prior to appointment of GEORGE WEST, 



JEFFREY ALMQUIST was elected Chairman at the first meeting. 
SETH HOUCK was elected Vice Chairman, replacing REPRESENTATIVE CLARK when her 
legislative term expired* 
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FIRST REPORT TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 



The Commission's First Report, Publ ic Use 
of Publi c^ Chan ne]^^ in Cable 

Te 1 e commu n i cat ion s ^ presents a non-techni- 

Connecticut up to 
a developmental 



cal overview of cable in 
early 1975, as seen from 
public interest perspective, 



This report illustrated by tKhibits and 
supported by citizen testimony, documents 
Connecticut's first efforts to deal pur- 
posefully with a new telecommunications 
technology - cable television - the 
improvement of services provided by 
education and government to Connecticut 
residents. As such, it is required read- 
ing for anyone interested in assuring 
that the State of Connecticut use all 
the resources at its disposal to improve 
the quality of like for its citizens. 



A portion of the CEIUCT's appropriated 
funds were eventually released by the 
Legislative Management Committee to cover 
expenses for writing and publishing the 
Fi rst Report , handling an increasing volume 
of correspondence, telephone and personal 
consultations with state citizens and 
organizations researching or planning to 
use public channels for various public 
services and educational purposes. The 
CEIUCT was notified, however, that funds 
would not be provided for services rendered 
after June 30, 1975. 

THE ISSUE OF CEIUCT'S STATUS 

Controversy over the legal status of the 
Commission surfaced at a policy seminar 
held in September, 1975 for Local Advisory 
Council members enrolled in a cable pro- 
ject directed by the Institute of Public 
Service, University of Connecticut. 
Attefnpts by Vice Chairmaa. Seth Houck, to 
elicit clarification of the Commission's 
status from the Administration, went 
unanswered. 



Cable Channels and the Public 



An alWay conference at Connecticut Pub- 
he Television at 24 Summit Street, Hirtford 
loday Will explore ways to make good use of th€ 
two public access channels tach franchiier 
must make available in his area. University of 
Connecticut i Iiistilutt of Public Strvice and 
the Connecticut State library art coiponson 
With funds from a grant by the Statt Comnnis- 
mn for Highir Education. Tlie purpoie is 
clearly stated in the meeting's theme: Public 
Use of Public Channtls. 

Because Connecticut is the last state to iB^ 
velop cable, it has the advantage of benefitln| 
from others' mistakes. The most troubleiome 
error has been to allow town fathers to hi\ri 
complete control over the public access chio- 
nels. Once in their hands, it is impossible to 
loosen that ffrip. a fact attested to by HewYori 
Slate and ft as, to mention but two. 



However well-meaning community author- 
ities may be. it is all too easy for political infla- 
tnces and other vested interests to tuni the 
channels into propaganda vehicles, Initead tht 
channels should involve cultural, educational 
and nonpartisan governmtntal profraniining. 
The General Assembly mandate that each 
cable franchise area should have a local Mn- 
sory Council representing education, caltore, 
€thnic and economic level spokesmen and a 
professiona! librarian, sinct librariei are ttit 
repositories of all fiel^. 



So far, so good. The trouble U, where do 
such Councils get the prop-aras they want to 
troadcasl? Who researches, writes, directi and 
acts In them or conducts the panel, or forum, at 
whatever is wanted? Where do props come 
from? Or who eonceives the Ideas ia the fL^ 
place? 

The main source of help comes from Lbe 
Commiiiion on the Edueational and Infonrm* 
tional Uses of Cable Teleeommunlcations head- 
ed by Mrs. Margaret Oe land, former director 
of Public Information Profram for Connecticut 
libraries. Her group arranged today*s confer* 
ence which vrill be attend^ by Advisoiy Coihn 
cils, public officials, cable ^^uUv^ and the 
interest^ public. 

Speikers will come from |ovemment* the 
medii^ rtucation and librari^. Tlelr mesiage 
ivill be not only how to make better use of toe 
public acc^s channels but also seek wap to la* 
terest the public in Uiese channels set aside for 
their use. The opportunity was never riper fw 
getting the shov? on the scrt^ than it is rl^t 

Beside the channels' other pot^titte, 
i^ithih t^^ months we wiU enter a hiibly ifr 
terestiiig dection year. Public access be a 
most valuable tool to inform the public, or it 
^li be aborted and contorted m wron| direc- 
tions. CiUzmrf must gel Involvid Is this powo** 
f ul rpediurn and today is a good day to b^ilL 
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PUBLIC USE OF PUBLIC CHANNELS 




The real excitement of cable for civic 
minded and creative people stems from the 
availability of channels to cablecast pro= 
grams produced by local people for local 
consumption or for selected audiences. 
Cable companies in top TV markets are 
required to provide at least minimal studio 
equipment and the use of a free channel 
for public access. Charges can be made 
for programs over five minutes* Companies 
that produce and cablecast programs make 
their studio facilities available to the 
public for conmunity progranining of the 
local origination or public access channel. 

The concurrent development of inexpensive, 
portable equipfnent for the production of 
taped programs outside the studio has con- 
tributed to interest in creating alterna- 
tive television programs suitable for 
local audiences. Schools, libraries, 
colleges and comnunity organizations have 
become involved in video production, usu- 
ally under the stimulus of a small group 
of video enthusiasts, inside or outside 
their Institutions. 
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A survey of Connecticut's 19 CATV certi- 
ficate holders conducted in July, 1975 
by the Connecticut Public Interest 
Research Group concluded that all of the 
access channels (public, local govern- 
ment, education and leased access) were 
greatly under-utilized, much to the 
detriment of the communities involved. 
At that time the following systems were 
not yet in operation: Systems TV, Tele-- 
prompter of Middletown, Inc,^ Telesystems 
Corporation^ Bridgeport Community Antenna 
Television Co., Hartford CATV, Inc., 
Cable VideOp Haystack Cablevision, Inc* 
and Connecticut River Cable TV Co* 

Connecticut PIRG reported that most of 
the systems then in operation had not 
formulated an exact rate schedule or 
policy for using the access channels 
except that they be "open without cost 
at all times, on a first come, first 
served, nondiscriminatory basis." The 
majority of cable operators surveyed 
felt no necessity for the determination 
of rates in the absence of demand for 
the access channels. 



Connecticut's first efforts at program- 
ming the access channels are taking place 
in Danbur^, Seymour and Meriden, The 
Danbury Library cablecasts three hours of 
daily progranis from a small studio on its 
premises over Tel eprompter Channel 5, Pro- 
gram content ranges from local government 
information to a Portuguese-language cul- 
ture series coordinated by a local priest 
to the League of Women Voters* weekly 
report on news of special importance to 
Connecticut, The Library captured a top 
cable industry prize for access progranH 
ming this year with a program from its 
original children's series fedturing a 
singing story-teller. The Library bud- 
get for its first year of cable operations 
was $25,000, covering basic equipment and 
a video technician. Funding came in the 
form of a Federal grant via the Connecticut 
State Library* 

In its second year of Federal funding, the 
Library einploys a second video technician* 
The City now pays the salary of Technician 
#1 . Federa] funds are also being used for 
Cable-RAVE^ an educational program linking 
60 schools in five towns and cities over 
a Telesystems educational channel out of 
Meriden, The project, administered by the 
Meriden Board of Education, 1s the only 



regional school project of its kind 
funded by the United States Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare* Now 
in its third year of operation Cable- 
RAVE makes full*time use of a channel 
and has requested Telesystems to rnake a 
second channel available. 

Cable subscribers In the Naugatuck Valley 
see community-oriented programs produced 
by local organizations such as STAND, 
high school programs cablecast from the 
Seymour High School and programs pro- 
duced by cable compony staff* Valley 
Cable Vision, a Connecticut-owned com- 
pany, has made substantial investments 
in facilities and staff to stimulate 
the development of community access. 

Groton area viewers have begun to ge' a 
taste of local programming in cablecasts 
of Board of Education and Town Council 
meetings s plays and a reenactment of a 
Revolutionary War event that took place 
1n the area. The Groton Public Library, 
which has been given the use of a channel 
by Coastal Cablei is coordinating the 
cablecasting of local programs in the 
area. Groton Library staff, and staff 
from 30 other libraries in Connecticuti 




Videotaping at the Danbury Public Library 
for Tel eprompter Channel 6, From left to 
right are: Dorothy Hull-Camerapersons 
Eric Gross-Video Technical Assistant^ 
Carol Laurlni'Children's Department staff. 
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have received training in video production t 
making them eligible to borrow one of the 
State Library's portapak cameras. Three 
libraries have checked out equipment to 
tape Bicentennial Celebration events in 
their comniuni ties. These videotapes will 
be placed 1n the local libraries living 
history conections for community indivi- 
dual viewing. Six programs about contro- 
versial social issues are now being cable- 
cast over a number of Connecticut cable 
systems under the sponsorship of the 
State Department of Community Affairs* 
These programs were produced by Middlesex 
Community College for OCA^ which obtained 
a grant from the Connecticut Humanities 
Council , 

Occasional local programs are seDarately 
cablecast from time to time in New Mil ford ^ 
New London, New Britain and Manchester. 
Laurel Cable in Torrington has just 
received cablecasting equipment, and plans 
have been made to videotape and cablecast 
the Bicentennial Parade. 

The Danbury, Meriden and Nau gatuck Valley 
ex periences with community programming 
hold many valuable lessons about the Con- 
necticut environment for community cable. 
The material for case studies of these 
three efforts has been compiled for a, 
looseleaf set of Connecticut Case Sturiigs 
in_ Community Cable planned for publica- 



THE CATV GOVERNMENT CHANNEL AS A 
COMMUNITY BUILDING RESOURCE 

The Cable TV Assistance Unit of the Connect 
ticut Department of Community Affairs is 
charged with the responsibnity for aiding 
local governments to activate their govern- 
ment channels and use them productively. 
Over the past two years* this work has 
entailed consciousness raising, planning, 
training* demonstrations and funding. 
Local cable operators have cooperated in 
producing several demonstrations of the 
special capabilities of cable television, 
such as a three-way interactive discus- 
sion from three separate sites in Torrlng- 
toHs Inauguration of origination tele- 
casting from the Torrington High School 
and, in cooperation with the Central 
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Naugatuck Valley Regional Planning Agencj* 
and Valley Cablevision Co., the first tele- 
cast of an RPA meetlTig in the state. 

Under a Title I grant through the Comniis- 
sion for Higher Educations DCA fornied a 
consortium of four of the State's colleges- 
Central Conn. I Southern Conn., Western 
Conn, and the University of Bridgeport - 
to train municipal officials and efnployees 
in video production. These consortium 
workshops have rtsuUed in the formation 
of continuing local groups dedicated to 
the establ ishfTient of permanent go\^ernment 
channel prograiTimi ng^ 

COMMUNITY ACCESS 

Community television and public access 
are in their infant stages. Although 
access channels h^ve been activated on 
Connecticut systehis, m have not yet 
developed an operating model for broadly 
based community access, Coinmunity video 
can flourish in sniall tovins, and it can 
be highly effective without cable. This 
has been denionstrQted in the neighboring 
state of New York by a video group in 
Woodstock and by the public library in 
Port Washington^ 

Conmiunity access ls more likely to come 
into being 5 however, in an urban center. 
Hartford will be the first of Connecti- 
cut's principal cities to be wired for 
cable. Before Htigetion stopped con- 
struction, considerable ^tfiring was 
already in place in north Hartford and 
part of West' Hartford, k Hartford -based 
groups called the Cowiurii ty Access Tele- 
vision Workshop* hss been formed to 
establish a comniuhity access center where 
anyone without access to the means of 
video production may get training and 
other assistance to use television as 
an effective means of local comunica^ 
tion. 

Earlier, in New Haver^ Norm Cofin pion- 
eered community access. Meny local 
people were trained in video produc- 
tion at Tha Studio* Vrf^icii Cohn estab- 
lished and operated almost singlehand- 
edly. Cohn ^as also one of the spark- 
plugs of the New Haven-based Connecticut 
Cable Coalition, 
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GETTING READY TO GO ON THE CABLE 
Operating Systems 

If you live in an area where cable 
service is available and community pro- 
gramming has begun, your best bet is to 
join the effort. Community access 
requires the participation of as many 
members of the comnunlty as possible. 
It doesn't matter where you begin. Just 
get started. If you have cable but there 
is no impetus to use the access channels, 
contact members of your Local Advisory 
Council and ask them how cable could be 
used to improve public services and com- 
munity dialogue in your cable service 
area. Has a citizen surve y been con- 
ducted? In Dar1en~ a~local cable commis- 
sion""appointed by town officials sur= 
veyed a sampling of residents to deter- 
mine whether townspeople would like to 
have cables and what they would like to 
watch If they had it. A surprisingly 
high percentage of residents expressed 
interest in educational programs not 
available on public television. 

Have local officials and municipal staff 
Been inf ormed that cable c an be used for 
a variety of public services, and tha t 
they enjoy" the prerogative of usin g the 
channel in a ny way they want, without 
interference from the cable operators? 
The Mayor of Torrington is" "in training 
for cable television production at West- 
ern Connecticut State College, At the 
Danbury Public Library, municipal offi- 
cials have presented weekly programs 
about subjects of interest to city resi- 
dents. The programs are cablecast sev- 
eral times during the day and evening 
hours for the convenience of the public. 
Have local organizations been canvassed to 
ietermine wh ethe r tfiey would Tike to 
deliver their message over the cable? 
Many community groups in the Naugatuck 
Valley, which 1s served by the Valley 
Cable Vision Company, have taken advan- 
tage of Valley Cable's facilities to pro- 
duce and cablecast programs. 

Do the schools have television equipment? 
Are they interested in using cable? The 
Seymour High School cablecasts athletic 
events and special programs. Sixty schools 



in the Meriden area are linked by cable in 
a regional audiovisual project. 

Is video eqinjment_ajm^^ 
-^ublTTlTbrary fnT Connecti cut may borrow 
portable TV equipment from the State Lib- 
rary, which trains local library staff in 
the use of the equipment. Three lib- 
raries in ConnectiCL^ are currently video- 
taping Bicentennial^^ts in their 
communities. ^ 

BEFORE CABLE COMES 

If you live in a franchised area but the 
cable system has not yet been constructed 
in your town, visit your neighboring towns 
where cable service is available and find 
out how you can participate In the action. 
Connecticut cable franchises are regional; 
so are the Local Advisory Councils. Reg- 
ional pooling of Ideas and resources can 
enhance the vi'ability "of acce ss programmlng. 



Is training in video production available 
1n~your area? A""n"umber of school systems 
in Connecticut offer television production 
courses in their adult education programs. 
Greenwich and West Hartford have such 
coursesi and Bloomfield will begin this 
fall. Also inquire at nearby colleges^ 
but ask specifically whether courses inc- 
lude training In the use of portable half- 
Inch TV cameras, cotmonly called portapaks. 

NON-FRANCHISED AREAS 

If you live in an area not yet franchised 
for cabT e" ^ find out from your town offi- 
cials whether a citizens' council has been 
formed to determine whether local people 
want cable and when applications for fran- 
chises will be invited. If there is no 
citizen council request that one be 
app ointed. The council should first educ- 
ate itself and municipal officials about 
cable. Public meetings should be held to 
inform local residents. Examples of Con- 
necticut programs should be shown to 
Illustrate what community television is 
like. Dariens Stamford and Greenwich have 
appointed citizen coimdls to prepare for 
the time when applications for franchise 
are invited by the PUCA, Core groups of 
informed citizens can provide invaluable 
guidance to their communities when the 
franchising process begins. 
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AREAS IN PROCESS OF FRANCHISING 

A concerted effor t shQuld be made for 
maxinium Input by local people as soon as 
ap plications for franchise are invited. 
PUCA'notices should be widely public- 
ized^ and cofmiunity groups and officials 
should be. encouraged to express their 
opinions. An alert circulated to libr- 
aries by th^ Public Information Office 
of the Connecticut State Library appears 
below as a model for mobilizing local 
opinion . 

PUCA PROCEEDINGS 

Those who wish to Intervene ( participate ) 
in PUCA hearings should advise the 
Executive Secretary, Henry Mierzwa, 
Public Utilities Control Authority, 
State Office Building, Hartford 06115. 
Copies of applications and written 
statements by interveners may be exam- 
1ned at PUCA offices. If you want to 
file a written statement, send ten 
copies to the Executive Secretary. Writ- 
ten statements may often be filed after 
a hearing if you request the examiners' 
permission. A time limit will usually 
be set for receiving post-hearing state- 
ments, 

CONSUMER COUNSEL 

C itizens in all parts of Co nnecticut 
ma y at^anv time seek the assistance of 
the Consumer Counsel to participate in 
PUCA hearings and to file petitions. 
The Office of Consumer Counsel is ^ 
charged with representing the public 
interest on all matters concerning util- 
ities or utility customers in the State 
of Connecticut. Since cable television 
is defined as a utility by the Connecti- 
cut statutes, the responsibilitv of this 
office extends to insuring that the public 
is served in the best possible manner by 
cable television firms. Specifically* the 
Office of Consumer Counsel represents the 
public at hearings or proceedings involving 
rates, level of service, and quality of 
service of cable television* Such hearings 
or proceedings may occur before State regu- 
latory agencies such as the Public Utilit- 
ies Control Authority or federal bodies 
such as the Federal Communications Cofmis- 
sion. 
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In addition to this formal representation, 
the Office of Consumer Counsel endeavors 
to assist persons interested in cable tele- 
vision service on the local level. This 
assistance includes advice and counsel 
to local advisory boards, school systems, 
libraries, and interested individuals. 
Such assistance is considered vital if 
cable television is to fulfill its great 
promise. 

Address: David Silverstone 

Office of Consumer Counsel 
State Office Building 
Hartford, CT 06115 

Telephone:566-7287 

VIDEO TRAINING 

Check all colleg es an d universities in your 
area for training in television production 
with emphasis on portable half -inch cam- 
eras (portapak.) Check school systems and 
private schools f or adult education 
courses in television and portapak. Green- 
wich, Branford and West Hartford Schools 
offer courses. Bloomfield will begin 
this fall. Most are open to all area 
residents. 

All public library staff in Connecticut are 
eligible for video training at the Co nnec- 
ticut State Library and may borrow portable" 
eg u i pmen t to u se 1 oca 1 1 y . The State Libr- 
ary also provides editing services and other 
backup to public libraries. 

Middlesex Community College in Middle- 
town offers a 68-credit program in Cable 
Telecommunications , one of the few such 
Associate Degree programs in the country. 
Covers production, photography and 
graphics, basic repair, basic electronics, 
management and legal aspects. Contact 
Virginia Pettiross, Director, 347-7411, 
ext. 251, 252, 

IF YOU LIVE WITHIN REACH OF THE NAUGA- 
TUCK VALLEY CALL JUNE STRACHAN AT VALLEY 
CABLE VISION 735-9504 OR 888-4501 FOR 
DETAILS ABOUT THE COMMUNITY TELEVISION 
PROOECT, -COORDINATED BY THE UNIVERSITY 
OF BRIDGEPORT JOURNALISM DEPARTMENT, 
STAND, INC. AND VALLEY CABLEVISION, 
THIS EXPERIMENTAL PROGRAM IS PRODUCING 
TWO HOURS OF REGULAR WEEKLY PROGRAMMING 
VIDEOTAPED BY AREA RESIDENTS AND ORGANIZA- 
TIONS AND CABLECAST BY VALLEY CABLE, 
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STATE GOVERNMENT RESOURCES 



Public Util ities Control AuthorUy 
S t a t e Off i ce Buil d i n g " 
165 Capitol Avenue 
Hartford 06115 

Information Officer: (Mrs,) King Quillen 
566-7384. (If she doesn't know, sheHl 
steer you in the right direction,) 

Engineering: David Sneehan 566-2048 
(Currently most up-to-date member of 
PUCA staff. Keeps monthly record of 
construction progress.) 

Executive Secretary: Henry Mierzwa 566-2104 
Consult him about formalities of 
proceedings, etc. Address official cor- 
respondence to him. 



Comfplssioner Miriam Butterworth, V1ce-Chair- 
man and 

Commissioner Gerald McCann have been 
particularly attentive to cable TV matters. 

Office of Consumer Counsel: David Silver- 
stone 566-7287. State DfTice Building, 
Room 545 5 Hartford 06115. 

Department of Co mmu nity Affairs . 
Cable Assistance Unit: HolTis Huston 
179 Main St. 566-3800 
Hartford 06101 

Connecticut State Library 
231 Capftol Avenue 
Hartford 06115 

Richard Akeroyd^ Planning/Research 566-3583 
Daniel Radomski, Video Technician 566-7378 
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First 1n Connecticut 

Mrs, Roger Sniff in and her children watch 
cable television program in their Danbury 
home on Feb. 29, 1972 - where Teleprompter 
Installid the first CATV system in the 
state. Previously, the Sniff 1ns could get 
clear reception on only two channels* 
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Rr^OURCE PEOPLE 
Local Advisory CfiunMl Thai niien/Cnnt acts 



Denis Loren^ 
Bridgeport Pub. Library 
Bridgeport 06604 

Edward Leo/iard 
Otis Library 
Norwich 05360 

Mrs. El izabeth Fast 
2 Chestnut Hill Sq. 
Groton 05340 

Mrs. Ruth C^ark 
50 Little Bay Lane 
Branford 06405 



Will iam DeMatteo 
8 RoKbury Court 
Niantic 05357 

Thomas Dv^yer 
Wethersfield Tov/n Hall 
Wethersfield 06109 

Earle E, Smedick 
Ashley Falls Rd. 
Canaan 06018 

Jonathan Hutchinson 
1005 Litchfield St. 
Torrington 05790 



Douglas Wardwell 
Central CT St. College 
New Britain 06051 



Richard Huot 
Henry James School 
Simsbury 06070 



JoseDh Ayer 

Long Mountain Ra. 

New '-Ml forj 06776 

Mrs . Lani Jurev 
162 Quarry Rd. 
Glastonbury 06033 

Joseph Hagerty 
123 Wetmare Ave. 
Winsted 0G098 

John Carusone 
Hamden Pub .School s 
1450 Whitney St, 
Haniden 0651 7 

Stuart Porter 
Danbury Pub . Li brary 
Danbury 06810 

Mrs.Arlene Bielefield 
Russell Library 
Middletown 06457 

Arthur Rehm 
80 Douglas Rd. 
South Merlden 06450 

Stanford Warshasky 
Silas Bronson Library 
Waterbury, CT 06700 



Benjamin W.HugheSsJr. 
75 Old Boston Post 
Rd. 

Old Saybrook 06475 



Libraries 



Li brari es 



Arlene Bielefield 
Russell Library 
Middletown 
347-2528 

Wayne Campbell 
Video & Film Dept. 
Greenwich Public Library 
869-4700 

Nolan Lushington, Dir, 
Greenwich Public Library 
869-4700 

Paul Morton, Video Coord. 
Stuart Porter, Asst. Libr, 
Danbury Public Library 
792-0260 

Gretchen Hammers tein 
Groton Public Library 
445-0528 

Rita Bra swell 

Mansfield Public Library 

423-2501 

Brenda Claflin 
Faxon Branch 

West Hartford Public Library 

Marcel la Finan, Libr. 
(Chm. Conn. Lib. Advisory 
Group for CATV) 
Bristol Public Library 

581-9505 

(Mrs,) Frances Cornwall 

Image Vldeomobile 

The Source Library 

748 Post Road 

Darien 

655-3091 
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David Evans Joan Turner, Dir. 

Hartford Graduate Center Westport Public Library 
275 Windsor St. 227-8411 
Hartford 

549-3600 Charles Griffin 

Hartford Public Library 
Lois Keeler 525-9l2Uext 23 

Darien Public Library 



RESOURCE PEOPLE 
Schools 



Higher Education 



Carol Carlisle 
Media Center 
Middle School 
Bloomfield 
243-2911 

Robert Hale 
AV Services 

Branford Public Schools 

John Whrittner, Supt, 
East Lyme School System 
739-7280 

John Wolfkell , Supt. 
Danbury Public Schools 
772«1100 

Barbara Molchan . 
Media Services 
Wethersfield Public Schools 
589-8611, ext. 306 

Norman Cohn 

Area Cooperative Educ. Serv 
New Haven 

562-9967 

John Crawford 
State Dept. of Educ, 
Hartford 

566-5287 

Ivor Hugh 

Amer. School for the Deaf 

West Hartford 

232-143? 

Richard Morton 
Learning Resource Center 
West Hartford 
232-6077 

Cable- RAVE 
22 Liberty St. 
Meriden 
235-3132 

Earl Shepherd 

Sand Everywhere School 

South Arsenal Neighborhood 

Dev. Corp. 

45 Canton St. 

Hartford 

566-6118 

O 
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Will iam Stephenson 
Capv Reg. Educ. Council 
Windsor 

522-6137 

Higher Educatjon 

Kurt Fisher 
Francis Maguire 

AV Dept. 

Univv of Hartford 
We^t Hartford 
523-4811^ ext. 636,643 

(Mr J Jean Hart 
Greatfi^^ Hartford Community College 
Hartford 
549^4200 

Daniel McAuliffe 

Coord- TV Instruction 

Board of Trustees 

Regional Community Colleges 

Hartford 

2^2.4817 

Maurice Jacobson 
Journalism/Communications Dept. 
University of Bridgeport 
576^4128,4129 

David Sllverstont 
Audiovisual Dept. 
University of Bridqeport 
576^4543 

Georg^.Thlesen 

Audiovisual and Television Center 
Western Conn. State College 
Danbury 
792^1400 

Douglas Wardwell 

Audiovisual and Television Dent, 
Central Conn, State College 
New Britain 
827^7263 

Virginia Pettlross 

Cable Telecoinnunl cations Program 

Middlesex Coninunity College 

Middietown 

34^7411, ext. 251, 252 
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Louis Audette 

Warren Kyprle 

Health Center 

Univ. of Connecticut 

Farmington 

674-2000 

George Murray 

Institute of Public Service 

Univ. of Conn, 

Storrs, 

486-2829, 2830 

Myron Weiner 

Institute of Public Service 

Univ, of Conn. 

Storrs 

486-2830 

Bernard Shea^ Ex Dir. 

Board for State Academic Awards 

Commission for Higher Education 

566-7230 



Talk to your local cable owner,.. 




OTHER CONNECTICUT RESOURCES 



Cynthia Stephensun 
Conn, Cable Coalition 
29 Gen. Avon Drive 
Riverside, CT 06S78 

Mark Schubb, Video Consul tatU 

Knox Foundation 

Hartfor 

278-4789; 249-4416 

Dorothy Eastland, 
Hartford Courant 
249-6411 

Rev. Robert Forsberg 
Conn, Cable Coalition 
105 Bristol St. 
New Haven 06511 
624-5426 

Rev. wmiam Inderstrodt 
North Haven / 
239-5318 

Salma Lee Markowitz 

CT Inst, for Health Manpower 

Resources 
Hartford 
247-5677 

Wi 1 1 iam Glazier 
Ecoliminal Communis Lab. 
57 Pratt St. 
Hartford 06103 
527-0330 

Roger Mi 1 ler 
So.Norwalk Comm. Center 
41 So. Main St. 
So. Norwalk 

Joe Matto 
STAND, Inc. 
Derby 
735-6203 

Public Utilities Control Au thority 
Reo r n i 7 a t in n Ta ilTTor C£_ " 



^eth Houck 
South St, 
Roxbury 06783 
354-4724 



Peter Goldniark 
New Rural Society Project 
1 Communication Plaza 
Stamford 06104 



Jack Bishop 
Aetna Life & 
Hartford 

273-4006 



Casualty Co. 



Conn. Educ. Association 
21 Oak Street 
Hartford 
525-5641 

Conn. Public Interest 
Research Group 
57 Farmington Avenue 
Hartford 06105 

525-9326 



Jacqui Anderson 
Hartford Hospital 
524-2113 

Gerald Dash 

Darien 

655-2042 

Jay Apri 1 

Media Access Dynamics 

(citizen access) 
Manchester 06040 
643-8461 

Jane Strachan 
Valley Cable Vision 
Seymour 

735-9504, 888-4501 



Brian Sperry 
Eastern Conn, 
New London 
442-0030 



Cable TV 



Larry Carlson, Mgr. 
Laurel Cable 
Torrington 

482-9395 

Howard Slater, Atty. 
Conn. Cable TV Assoc, 
c/o Ribicoff & Kotkin 
799 Main St. 
Hartford, CT 06103 
527-0781 

Peter Matthews, Pres. 

Conn, Cable TV Assoc, 

c/o Eastern Conn, Cable TV 

Waterford 

441-8525 



34 



EKLC 



■■ ■ a specially compiled 

!i:.t of ;nu] t in,i.'.l ] d ififuf ihaliond 1 
resources with a 5pe(=i'n y^nctinn on Con- 
necticut, win be available to the public 
later this year at public libr^arips and 
other^ C;ible resuurce locatiors, Act;^ally, 
if you never read flnythinq el^o ynu'll 
cover pretty much everything ynu can 
learn from three indispensable source 
books and the CEIUCT's Report: 



edited by M.L. Hollowell. A Publi-Cable 
book, CofTinunications Press, Inc., 
1346 Connecticut Ave., Washington, 
D.C. 20036, 300 pp. State-of-the-art 
chapters on technology, regulation, reg- 
ional approache'i, models, minoritieSs 
schools, health, churches, libraries^ 
museums, public access, funding, future 
uses, plus a glossary and a selected 
bibliography, all written by leading public- 
interest practitioners in the field. Not 
to be missed. Be sure your library gats 
it, or order it yourself, or ask your 
local library to get it for you on inter- 
library loan from the Connecticut State 
Library- 

Cabli^ Tat&vvaian: A Guide to the T&chnotogyj 
Carl Pilnick and Walter S. Baer, Rand, June 
1973. The clearest 60 pages about cable 
technology ever written. Part of an excel- 
lent Rand series prepared for the National 
Science Foundation. Another must for your 
local and/or personal library. Available 
from the Connecticut State Library on inter- 
library loan. 

i'iihlr Tnlij vision: A Guide for Citizen 
Arfuni, Monroe Price and Wicklein, Step- 
by- step ways to become involved at the com- 
munity level. Written in 1972 but still 
the best layman's eye-opener in the field. 
Pilgrim Press* Every public library In 
Connecticut received a free copy of this 
book through the generosity of the Con- 
necticut affiliates of the Office of 
Communication, United Church of Christ, 
289 Park Ave,, South, New York, NY 10010. 
The Connecticut State Library has multiple 
copies available on Interlibrary loan. 



a First Report to the Connecticut General 
Assembly, Cornniission on the Educational 
and Informdtional Uses of Cable Tele- 
cammuni cations, February 1975. Avail- 
able through the State Library, Local 
Advisory Council rnembers and State 
Legislators! also now ava 'liable through 
ERIC Documents Reproduction Service, P,0, 
Box 190, Arlington, Virginia 22210, 
Order by number ED112855. Xerox-hard 
copy S4,43. Microfiche 76c. 

VIDEOGRAPHY 

If you have access to a projector, you can 
show your friends and associates a new film 
on access. Ask your public library to bor- 
row this 28-minute film from the Connecticut 
State Library* 

Cable TVj Publia AaaBss and People (produced 
by United Methodist Communlcstions) suit- 
able for community action groups, service 
clubs, minority groups, church groups, high 
school and college classes in communications. 

Videotaped sessions of the Making Cable Work 
Project i videotapes of the Institute of Pub- 
lic Services Making Cable Work Policy Con- 
ference in Hartford 5 the Cormiunity Access 
Workshop at Valley Cable and the Cable-RAVE 
Workshop in Meriden (1975-76) are also avail- 
able on loan. Inquire at the Institute of 
Public Service, University of Connecticut, 
486-2829, 

Feedback video: a very *good videotape, 
produced by Phil Lebowitz, documents the 
cormiunity access experience in Danbury as 
seen by members of the public who have 
participated In programs produced by the 
Danbury Public library,' Includes inter- 
views with the "Singing Grandmother,'- 
a Portuguese priest, a 4-H lady who raises 
rabbits, interspersed with segments of 
their programs. Inquire at the Danbury 
Public Library for the first authentic 
feedback tape we have seen Interviewing 
Connecticut people about their thoughts 
on access when they try it. Ask for 
the Public Access tape by Ph1l Lebowltz, 
The State Library also has a copy. 



CONNECTICUT CABLE CLIPS a weekly one-sheet roundup formerly distributed by the Conn. 
State Library, will be reissued by the Cormiunity Access Television Workshop of 
Greater Hartford, Inc. THREE MONTHS TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION: 12 weekly issues - $3. 
Order from CATW, 275 Windsor St., Hartford, CT 06120, PREPAID ORDERS ONLY. 
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Cable in_ConriectiCu:t:„AJjlixe^^^ was written by Margaret Cleland as a part 



o"f" the """"Making Cable Work", a 
out by the Institute of Pubr 
Hurray. Assisting Dr. Murray 
Conn. State Library; Robert B 
Council and former state legi 
Utilities Control Authority 
Vision, Seymour; and Jane Strachan, 
hi";solf 3 '^'Gcbfir of th? West Hartfo 



TitTe"! Higher Education grant- funded project carried 

Service, Connecticut, under the direction of Dr. George 
wa- a Steering Committee consisting of: Richard Akeroyd, 

Univ. of Conn.; Ruth Clark, Branford Local Advisory 
Kinq Quillen, Public Information Officer, Public 
Jeffrey Reynolds, Program Manager, Valley Cable 
Community Coordinator, Valley Cable. Dr. Murray, 
'is'fi Local Advisorv Council, originally conceived 



iuckus 
slator 



the project to generate grass roots input into the deliberations of tne Commission on 
the Educational and Informational Uses of Cable Telecommunications. The project assumed 
even greater importance when the Commission's activities were suspended due to Jack of 
funding. The Steering Corrmittee mobilized as many resources as possible to bridge the 
policy gap by giving community leaders and responsible officials a first-hand look at 
Connecticut's first e-f'^'orts to use cable for public services. 

The project was designed to: 1) alert citizens to opportunities for public service 
using r.Thlp TV; 2) assist them in designing priorities for public uses of cable in 
Connpcticut; and 3) assist Connecticut citizens in actually beginning to implement 
projerts. A major statewide public policy conference was held in Hartford in September, 
giving local officials and local advisory council members the opportunity to interact 
with national experts in public use of cable. The conference was followed by four 
wnrkshops in the field, each devoted to a particular and ongoing use of cable in 
Conneri-icut: Community Access in Seymour; the Cable-RAVE regional school project in 
Meriden; Municipal Application of Cable, University of Bridgeport; Health and Medicine. 
University of Connecticut Health Center, Fannington. Edited videotapes of these 

available on loan through the Institute of Public Services to local cUi- 
others interested in public use of public channels. A bibliography of 
materials particularly relevent to Connecticut is in procRss. Survey data collected m 
the course of the project will be reported. 

The results of the "Making Cable Work" Project are perceptible even as the project 
closes The Connecticut Advisory Counci 1 s, uncertai n of their role in the beginning, 
have undertaken a variety of sel f-generated initiatives and are now moving in more 
clearly defined directions. Thesa developments should be closely monitored for the 
benefit of everyone in Connecticut- 

In the course of the "Making Cable Work" project the author of this handbook was 
appointed by the Bloomfield Towi Council as a representative to the Hartford area 
Local Advisory Council. Citizens appointed by local government to represent them 
in cable matters bear a very heavy responsibility. Hopefully this handbook will be 
helpful in briefing local officials on important decisions that must be made for 
the people of Connecticut to benefit from this versatile new technology. 
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TniQ ^midbaok u)as pai'tially financed 
by (2 grant from the CarmiSBicm foj-' 
Higher Eduaation^ State of Canneatiaut:, 
wider Progmm I!4PACT^ College C./'mwitty 
Servioe Progrmw^ Title I of the Higher 
EduQation Aat of 1965. 



Community Access Television Workshop 
of Greater Hartford ^ Inc. 
275 Windsor Street 
Hartford, Connecticut 06120 



